
Year 3 Half Termly Overview—Spring 1 2022 

Our history focus this half term is the Potteries. The children will be digging deeper into 
the history of Stoke-on-Trent by exploring how the Potteries was put on the map, how 
the environment changed for e.g. canals and bottle kilns. The will learn why James 
Brindley was significant, the transport changes in Stoke-on-Trent, the child labour that 
took place and how it became better and they will learn all about the milestone of the 
Clean Air act and how it impacted the use of bottle kilns. They will learn about the 
famous potters: Josiah Wedgwood, Josiah Spode, Moorcroft, Doulton and Emma 
Bridgewater. 

In mathematics, we will be learning about fractions. The children will be 
learning how to recognise fractions, using language such as: numerator, 
denominator, equal parts and wholes. The children will discover unit and 
non-unit fractions understanding the difference between them. The 
children will then begin to find unit fractions of a set of objects or a 
quantity before finding non-unit fractions of a set of objects.  

In English, we will begin by reading the book ‘Theseus and the 
Minotaur‘ and writing an alternative version of the story. The children 
will be identifying time conjunctions, story openers and lots of 
description through this text. Following this, we will begin another text 
‘The Street Beneath My Feet’ the end outcome from this text will be to 
create an information poster about what is beneath our feet. 

As Scientists we will be learning about  a new unit  ‘Rocks, Soils and 
Fossils’. The children will begin their unit by learning about rocks and the 
different types: igneous, metamorphic and sedimentary. The children will 
then learn about Mary Anning – the famous fossil hunter! They will then 
begin to learn about how fossils are formed, identifying the different 
types: cast fossils, replacement fossils, trace fossils and whole body fossils. 
The end our unit the children will be learning about how soil Is formed. In Art we will be  beginning our learning about the local artist Sid 

Kirkham. We will begin by researching his work and uncovering the 
artist skills he uses to create his landscapes. The children will practise 
the use of sketching use tone and shade. They will practise line work 
and how to sketch their own bottle kilns. The children will then create 
their own landscape inspired by an 1900’s Stoke-on-Trent skyline using 
lots of shade and line work. They will then create their own red and 
white character to place on their landscape just like Sid does. 

Our Computing unit will continue to teach us to desktop publish.  We will be 
accessing Publisher in pairs and learning how to create a document for e.g. an 
advertisement poster. We will be using a variety of skills such as: inserting font, 
editing font (size and colour), inserting pictures and changing the colour of our 
background.  We will also be thinking about the layout of our page and how we 
can make it more appealing to a reader. 

In PHSE we will be learning about ‘celebrating differences’.  
Throughout this unit we will be learning about how families can be 
different, how our goals are different and how we as people are 
different too.  

To enhance our learning we will be exploring a real fossil box from the 
Hanley Museum! The fossil box will help us to have a deeper 
understanding of our Science and English learning as we learn about Mary 
Anning and explore the streets beneath our feet! 


