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Thursday, 28 April 2022
Re. Reception ‘Welcome Back’ Letter and Overview of Learning – Summer 1
Dear Parents / Carers,
We hope that each and every one of you enjoyed the Easter break and your child is enjoying the first
week back at school.
As we now move through the first half of the summer, we again have a wealth of new and exciting
learning opportunities that we cannot wait to share with the children. This term, our learning in many
areas of the curriculum will focus on ‘I wonder what’s out there…?’, but a more detailed overview of
the things that we will be learning about can be seen below.
Curriculum Content
English and
During our English lessons this half term, the children will be continuing to apply
Communication the phonics sounds that we have covered so far into our writing. They will also be
and Language
looking at including capital letters at the beginning of a sentence, full stops at the
end of a sentence and finger spaces between words. During phonics and writing
lessons, the children will be looking closely at letter formation with both lower
case and upper case letters. The children will also apply this to their writing when
capital letters are required for a name. Children will be explicitly taught new
vocabulary at the start of each week and encouraged to use this as they learn.
The stories that we will be covering are ‘Whatever Next’ by Jill Murphy, ‘When I
grow up…’ by Patrick George as well as a range of non-fiction books linked to this
topic. Children will be invited to use the ‘Chatterbox Stool’ to discuss any events
or show any work that they are proud of with their peers.
Maths

During our maths lessons, we will be looking in depth at the numbers 9 and 10.
The children will learn what these numbers look like in a variety of mediums and
continue to develop their subitising skills by recognising the number on sight,
without having to touch count. As these numbers are now larger, children will be
encouraged to use their understanding of number bonds to spot patterns and
recognise these numbers. When children have become more secure with
recognising these numbers, we will move onto subtraction and 3D shapes. We
will use practical resources to support our learning and physically remove the
objects when subtracting, as well as challenging children to use their fingers
instead of apparatus.
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Understanding
the World

We are focussing this half-term on expanding the children’s imaginations to the
wider world, including the children’s’ interests. The children will learn all about
the English patron saint, George. We will look at all things English and even taste
some food linked to the country. We will speak to adults and parents from our
community to tell us all about their job and we will be asking the children what
they want to be when they grow up.
We would love you to share your job with the children - please speak to staff
to book a time-slot if you would be happy to come in and talk to them about
your profession.
We will then be moving on to space. This will involve understanding which
planets are in our solar system, what they look like and where we live. After this,
we then move on to dinosaurs, learning some of their names, what they looked
like and if they were herbivores or carnivores.

Expressive Arts
and Design

Throughout the half-term, children will complete a variety of creative activities
linking to our topics that will be covered. Children will be encouraged to use
their skills that they have already learned, applying these to the challenge. They
will also learn new skills such as using shape and form to draw an observation
picture of a planet. The children will get creative when making flags and shields
to celebrate Saint George and experimenting with sculptures of dragons.

Personal, Social
and Emotional

Children are constantly using their personal, social and emotional skills within
the classroom, role play areas and outside. They are encouraged to use our wellbeing scale and our well-being flower to think about their actions and how they
affect themselves and others. We will be focusing on children being able to solve
conflicts between themselves, expressing how they feel and understand the
feelings of others.

Enjoyment for Reading
As a class, we will be reading a variety of stories during our ‘Enjoyment for Reading’ sessions. We have
asked children to bring in their own stories from home that link to our topic of ‘Dragons’, ‘Dinosaurs’,
‘Space’ and ‘What they want to be when they grow up’. These stories will help to develop the children’s
understanding of their learning and further enjoy their love of reading.
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PE Lessons
This half term, Reception’s PE lessons will take place on a Tuesday and Friday on alternate weeks. The
focus of our learning will be yoga and athletics. These lessons will cover skills of agility, speed and
changing directions. Children will learn how to compete against each other and learning good
sportsmanship and attitude, in preparation for sports day.
On a Tuesday and Friday (alternate weeks – information regarding PE days will be on the weekly
newsletter in your child’s diary), children will therefore be required to come to school wearing their PE
kit. Full details of the kit that they are expected to wear is detailed below, as per our uniform policy.
Your child’s PE kit should only include the following items of clothing: a plain white cotton t-shirt or Milton
Primary Academy PE shirt, plain black or navy shorts or jogging bottoms, a plain black or navy tracksuit
top or jumper, and black or white socks. Branding, logos or other images should not be visible on any
items of PE clothing.
Please note that if your child does not have a plain black or navy tracksuit top or jumper to wear, they
should wear their school jumper instead. This ensures that our P.E kit is accessible to all.
Half-Termly Home learning
Children will be set a half-termly home learning task. This will include maths, English and topic
activities for them to complete. As well as this, we ask that you read with your child at least 3 times per
week and record this in your child’s reading diary. Children do not have any new ‘tricky words’ this
half-term due to the emphasis being on mastering the words previously covered and children also
learning to spell these words. Children have their Numbots log-ins and are encouraged to use this app
as much as possible.
Kind regards,

Miss Arnold and Mrs Mifflin
Reception Class Teachers
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