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‘Together We Achieve Our Best’ 
 

Re. Year Four ‘Welcome Back’ Letter and Overview of Learning – Spring 2 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

We hope that each and every one of you enjoyed the half term break. 

As we begin the second half of the Spring term, we again have a wealth of new and exciting learning 

opportunities that we cannot wait to share with the children. This term, our learning in many areas of 

the curriculum will focus on natural disasters but a more detailed overview of the things that we will be 

learning about can be seen below. 

 

Curriculum Content 

English This half term we will be focusing on fiction texts in our English lessons. Our first 

focus text will be ‘The Borrowers’ by Mary Norton. We will be developing our 

persuasion skills to write a persuasive piece encouraging the humans to let The 

Borrowers stay. Our second text will be ‘How to Train Your Dragon’ by Cressida 

Cowell. We will be writing a retell of the story using skills such as fronted 

adverbials, speech, a wide range of sentence types and apostrophes for contraction.  

Maths In maths this half term, we will be focusing on area, fractions and decimals. The 

children will begin by counting squares, making shapes and comparing area. Then 

we will be looking at finding equivalent fractions and adding and subtracting 

fractions. Finally, we will be looking at tenths and hundreds as decimals on both a 

place value grid and on a number line.  

We will also be reinforcing our times table knowledge as much as possible. To help 

your child at home, please encourage your child to access Times Table Rockstars as 

much as possible.   

Science Our focus in science will centre all around the effective use of electricity. The 

children will identify common appliances that run on electricity and begin to learn 

about the simple series circuits that allow them to use electricity. By testing and 

hypothesising, the children will explore how circuits are made, why they work and 

how components such as lightbulbs can be added to a circuit. To ensure that 
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children are knowledgeable about safety when working with circuits, we will also 

look to identify and understand what makes good conductors and insulators. 

Geography Our geography unit this half term is focused all around natural disasters. The 

children will explore a range of natural disasters and explore causes for each. The 

natural disasters they will study are: tornadoes, hurricanes, tsunamis, earthquakes 

and wildfires. Once they have understood the causes of each natural disaster, they 

will then look at the impact that it has left behind and how it effects everyday 

people. This will then give the children the knowledge that they need to identify 

which natural disaster causes the most problems around the world.  

Art In our art lessons this half term, we will be focusing on natural disasters linking to 

our geography learning. We will be using watercolours and drawing skills to 

recreate our own interpretation of ‘The Great Wave’ by Hokusai. We will be 

exploring shade and tone whilst focussing on the colour blue. We create this effect 

by colour mixing and the finding different shades of blue. We will create the detail 

needed by highlighting the outlines of waves in the style of Hokusai. 

Computing In computing this half term, we will look at data logging. In this unit, we will 

consider how and why data is collected over time. We will collect data as well as 

access data captured over long periods of time. We will look at data points, data 

sets, and logging intervals. We will spend time using a computer to review and 

analyse data. Towards the end of the unit, we will pose questions and then use data 

loggers to automatically collect the data needed to answer those questions. 

Music This half term we will be looking at two pieces of music - ‘Take the ‘A’ Train’ and 

‘Wonderwall’. Using Charanga, we will be learning to repeat, compare and contrast 

popular music to appraise and perform. The children will start by listening to the 

song and choosing parts to perform using their voices and a range of instruments.  

Languages This half term in French we will be looking at describing people. We will be 

focusing on key phrases used to describe what people are like, their hair, how 

everyone is different and what they are wearing. The children will also recap the 

use of different verbs and nouns used to create sentences which will include 

descriptions of what people look like.  

 

Enjoyment for Reading 

In 4JB we will be reading ‘The Wishing Well’ by Edgar J. Hyde during our 

‘Enjoyment for Reading’ sessions. This story is about Tom who is ecstatic 

when he finds that every time he wishes into an old well by his house, his 

wishes come true. Nothing ever comes for free however, and Tom soon 

learns that the spirit in the well wants something in return for its wish 

granting. Will Tom give the spirit what it wants?  
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 PE Lessons 

This half term, Year 4’s PE lessons will take place on a Monday afternoon. The focus of our learning will 

be games and dance. During our lessons with Mr White, we will be looking as basketball, football and 

hockey. We will be looking at a range of skills in each of these sports and building up our skills into 

matches. With Mr Slinn and Mrs Bew, we will be focusing on different styles of dance and building up 

our own routines to perform to each other.  

On a Monday children will therefore be required to come to school wearing their PE kit. Full details of 

the kit that they are expected to wear is detailed below, as per our uniform policy. 

Your child’s PE kit should only include the following items of clothing: a plain white cotton t-shirt or Milton 

Primary Academy PE shirt, plain black or navy shorts or jogging bottoms, a plain black or navy tracksuit 
top or jumper, and black or white socks. Branding, logos or other images should not be visible on any 

items of PE clothing.  

Please note that if your child does not have a plain black or navy tracksuit top or jumper to wear, they 

should wear their school jumper instead. This ensures that our P.E kit is accessible to all. 

Half-Termly Homework Projects 

In addition to weekly homework tasks which are set each Friday and should be returned the following 

Wednesday, your child should complete two of the half-termly projects listed below. These can be 

given in at any point during the half term.  

Of the activities listed below, children should complete one blue activity and one red activity.  

 Write a guide for escaping a natural disaster 

 Research and identify ways in which you can stay safe during a natural disaster  

 Write a report on how an earthquake is created 

 Create a 3D model of the tectonic plates during an earthquake 

 Create a weather report and film this 

 Create a tornado in a bottle  

Kind regards, 

Mr Jones, Mr Brown and Miss Rowe 

Year 4 Class Teachers 


