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‘Together We Achieve Our Best’ 
 

Re. Year 5 ‘Welcome Back’ Letter and Overview of Learning – Spring 2 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

We hope that each and every one of you enjoyed the half term break. 

As we begin the second half of the Spring term, we again have a wealth of new and exciting learning 

opportunities that we cannot wait to share with the children. This term, our learning in many areas of 

the curriculum will focus on climate change, but a more detailed overview of the things that we will be 

learning about can be seen below. 

 

Curriculum Content 

English This half-term, we will begin by writing a non-chronological report to inform others 

all about the Shang Dynasty, which was the focus of our history learning last half-

term. Following this, we will look at ‘The Highwayman’ narrative poem and write a 

narrative from the perspective of one of the main characters.  

Throughout both of these pieces of writing, we will be looking at developing the 

accuracy of our punctuation and the effect that our vocabulary can have on the 

reader. We will also be continuing to focus on the editing process, carefully 

considering how we can edit our drafts to improve them.  

Maths This term, we will continue to develop our understanding of multiplying and 

dividing numbers using formal written methods. Following this, we will move onto 

other areas of maths, including: 

 Equivalent fractions 

 Improper fractions and mixed numbers 

 Comparing and ordering fractions 

Throughout each lesson, we will explore opportunities to practise the skill we are 

focusing on, manipulate our understanding to solve a variety of questions and apply 

our knowledge to solving reasoning and problem solving activities. 
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Science This half term we will be learning all about the properties of materials and how they 

change. Throughout this unit we will learn about many different physical properties 

of materials e.g. their transparency, absorbency, hardness and conductivity. We 

will also learn about the different states of matter that each material has and how 

they may have a reversible or irreversible change as a reaction to an investigation.  

During this unit of learning, Year 5 will complete many different investigations 

which allow them to work scientifically, including testing the absorption of different 

materials.  

Geography This half term in geography, the children will be learning all about climate change. 

They will learn about what climate change is, what may cause climate change to 

increase and what the effects climate change has on the world. Additionally, the 

children will be comparing different factors which lead to global warming, analyse 

maps of the Earth to consider how land use has changed over time and investigate 

ways in which world leaders are trying to tackle climate change.  

Design & 

Technology 

During out design and technology lessons, the children will be designing, creating 

and evaluating an outdoor forest shelter. Building up to creating their forest shelter, 

the children will explore and investigate a choice of materials thinking about their 

strength and structure and whether they are suitable for their end outcome as well 

as investigate the best methods to join their materials effectively.  

Computing This half-term, we will finishing looking at video editing in our computing lessons, 

creating our final video outcome as well as editing and manipulating the video using 

a range of software. 

We will then start to learn all about flat-file data bases. They will look at how a flat-

file database can be used to organise data in records as well as use tools within a 

database to order and answer questions about data.  

Music During this half term, in music, the children will be introduced to the song ‘Small 

town boy’ by Bronski Beat. The children will have opportunities to listen to the song, 

investigate whether they can repeat any sounds which they have heard and 

compare the song to other pieces of music. They will also be learning to sing a song 

called ‘Ally Ally O’. Throughout this half term, the children will be introduced and 

will learn about a range of technical vocabulary such as crescendo, decrescendo 

and pitch.  

Languages This half term in French, Year 5 will be learning to read, write, listen and talk about 

a range of topics which include: 

 Talking about what they like and dislike 

 Counting up to 31 

 Discussing birthdays 

 Talking about what hobbies they do and what hobbies others may do 
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Enjoyment for Reading 

In Year 5, we will be continuing to read a range of stories in our 

‘Enjoyment for Reading’ sessions. 5KE will be continuing to read 

Millions – the Not-So-Great Train Robbery by Frank Cottrell-Boyce. 

This story is about two brothers, Damian and Anthony, who find a 

bag of money and suddenly become rich, being able to buy 

anything they want. 5MT will be continuing to read The Boy at the 

Back of the Class. This story is about a young refugee called Ahmet who has recently joined a new 

school. Three of his classmates are full of empathy and want to do anything they can to make Ahmet 

feel comfortable in his new environment.  

PE Lessons 

This half term, Year 5’s PE lessons will take place on a Wednesday morning, in the form of swimming. 

The focus of our learning will be to develop our confidence in the water and understanding of different 

swimming strokes.  

On a Wednesday, children will therefore be required to come to school wearing their normal academy 

uniform while bringing their swimming kit in a bag. Full details of the kit that they are expected to wear 

is detailed below, as per our uniform policy. 

Your child’s PE kit should only include the following items of clothing: a one-piece swimming costume 

or swimming trunks (no bikinis or loose-fitting shorts), a towel, a swimming cap (available from the 

academy office at £1.50 each) 

The Local Authority and Association for PE (AfPE) suggest that goggles are NOT worn during school 

swimming lessons for health and safety reasons. However, exceptions will be made for children who 

need to wear prescription goggles, have a medical condition or are unable to swim comfortably 

without them. This requires an authorisation form to be completed by parents prior to our swimming 

lesson and these are available for you to collect from the academy office. They should be returned to 

your child’s class teacher once complete as children will not be allowed to wear goggles unless we 

have received this. If you completed one of these forms last half-term, you do not need to complete a 

new one.  

Half-Termly Homework Projects 

In addition to weekly homework tasks which are set each Friday and should be returned the following 

Wednesday, your child should complete two of the half-termly projects listed below. These can be 

given in at any point during the half term.  

Of the activities listed below, children should complete one blue activity and one red activity.  

 Create a fact-file about one country, focusing specifically on its climate.  

 Research how we can help to reduce climate change and global warming. Create a poster to 

show your research.  

 Draw or print a map of the world, labelling the different climate zones and where they are 

found.  

 Create a set of ‘Top Trumps’ style cards to show different climates around the world. Try to be 

as creative as you can.  
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 Make a 3D model of a specific climate e.g. arctic, desert, rainforest. Think about what 

plants/animals might be there.  

 Draw a picture of 3 animals that you would find in a particular climate zone.  

Kind regards, 

Mrs K. Brown, Miss M. Gartside and Miss M. Thompson 

Year 5 Class Teachers 


