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‘Together We Achieve Our Best’ 

Re. Year 1‘Welcome Back’ Letter and Overview of Learning – Summer 1 

 
Dear Parents / Carers, 

We hope that each and every one of you enjoyed the Easter break and your child is enjoying the first 
week back at school. 

As we now move through the first half of the summer, we again have a wealth of new and exciting 
learning opportunities that we cannot wait to share with the children.  This term, our learning in many 
areas of the curriculum will focus on ‘Local History’, but a more detailed overview of the things that 
we will be learning about can be seen below. 

 
Curriculum Content 

English In English we are going to be focusing our learning around a new text called ‘The 
Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch’ by Ronda and David Armitage. We are going to be 
learning about what a lighthouse is and writing a description about its purpose and 
visible features. Following on from this, we will be focusing on describing the main 
character, Mr Grinling, and his personality. We will then begin to sequence the 
story and create a story plan. Once we have completed our learning around the 
story and we are all confident with our new skills, we will re-write the story.  

Maths In maths we are going to be focusing on multiplication and division to begin with. 
The children will be focusing on making equal groups and sharing objects equally 
between them. We will then be moving on to fractions where we will be learning to 
find a half and a quarter of objects and shapes. The children will then begin their 
learning on numbers to 100 and the place value of the different numbers - this is a 
very important aspect of our maths learning as it underpins the children’s 
understanding of number moving forward. Finally, we will finish our maths learning 
this half term by learning about money and time.  

Science We will be utilising our amazing outdoor area and continuing to learn about our 
three topics; Seasonal changes, Animals inc. Humans and Plants. The children have 
really impressed us with the vocabulary and knowledge they have retained so far 
this year and we are sure that this will continue.  

History  In history we are going to be focusing on our ‘Local History’. The children will be 
learning about mining and will start by learning about what mining is and what the 
materials are used for. They will learn about how this is carried out and the tools the 
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workers needed. The children will then learn about the workers’ lives and the 
impact that being in the mines had on the workers’ health. We are going to be 
learning about Chatterley Whitfield Colliery as it was the largest mine in the North 
Staffordshire area and the first in the UK to produce a million tonnes of coal in a 
year.  

Art In our art lessons this half term the children are going to be investigating and 
exploring the artist Tom McGuinness. We will be researching his life and his 
artwork by focusing on his use of colour to create mood, experimenting with new 
mediums, how to use colour to create mood, creating outlines of different thickness 
and shape. We will also use Peer Critique to analyse and improve our own artwork 
and the work of our peers.  

Computing In computing, our focus this term will be programming - moving a robot. This unit 
introduces learners to early programming concepts. The children will explore using 
individual commands, with their friends and as part of a computer program. They 
will identify what each floor robot command does and use that knowledge to start 
predicting the outcome of programs. The children are also introduced to the early 
stages of program design through the introduction of algorithms. 

Music In music we will be focusing on pulse, rhythm and pitch in different styles of music. 
We will be listening to a variety of different songs from different genres. We will be 
finding and keeping a steady beat and making simple melodic patterns. The 
children are already very good at keeping a beat and joining in with different types 
of music from our practise last half term! 

 

Enjoyment for Reading 

As a class, we will be reading a variety of different texts from well-known children’s authors such as 
Julia Donaldson, Enid Blyton and David Walliams. The children enjoy listening to stories they have 
heard before as it gives them chance to join in with repeated phrases from the story and we love their 
enthusiasm!  

 

 

 

PE Lessons 

This half term, Year 1’s PE lessons will take place on a Thursday afternoon. The focus of our learning 
will be: athletics. We will be focusing on 3 main aspects: running, jumping and throwing. In running the 
children will be learning how to vary their pace and speed when running, run with a basic technique 
over different distances, show good posture and balance and change direction when jogging and 
sprinting. In jumping, the children will be learning to perform different types of jumps, for example, 
two feet to two feet, two feet to one foot, one foot to the same foot or one foot to the opposite foot. In 
throwing the children will be learning to throw underarm and overarm, throw a ball towards a target 
with increasing accuracy and improve the distance they can throw by using more power.  
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On a Thursday, children will therefore be required to come to school wearing their PE kit. Full details 
of the kit that they are expected to wear is detailed below, as per our uniform policy. 

Your child’s PE kit should only include the following items of clothing: a plain white cotton t-shirt or Milton 
Primary Academy PE shirt, plain black or navy shorts or jogging bottoms, a plain black or navy tracksuit 
top or jumper, and black or white socks. Branding, logos or other images should not be visible on any 
items of PE clothing.  

Please note that if your child does not have a plain black or navy tracksuit top or jumper to wear, they 
should wear their school jumper instead. This ensures that our P.E kit is accessible to all. 

Half-Termly Homework Projects 

In addition to weekly homework tasks which are set each Friday and should be returned the following 
Wednesday, your child should complete two of the half-termly projects listed below. These can be 
given in at any point during the half term.  

Of the activities listed below, children should complete one blue activity and one red activity.  

• Write a character description of Hamish the cat from The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch. 
• Write about your favourite part of The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch using the word ‘because’ to 

explain your answer.  
• Research Chatterley Whitfield and write down three or four facts.  
• Research Tom McGuinness’ work and draw a self-portrait in the style of his art work.  
• Create a spring themed picture using natural resources.  
• Create your own lighthouse - this could be a sketch of one or made out of junk modelling 

resources such as kitchen roll tubes, plastic bottles, cardboard, etc.  

Kind regards, 

Miss Holmes & Mrs Burrows  

Year 1 Class Teachers 

 


