
Year 1 - Spring 2 - Geography – Weather Experts 
Composite Knowledge To secure my knowledge, I will… Knowledge Components 

Pupils should be taught:  

 to use simple fieldwork and 

observational skills to study the 

geography of their school and 

its grounds and the key human 

and physical features of its 

surrounding environment. 

 to identify seasonal and daily 

weather patterns in the United 

Kingdom and the location of hot 

and cold areas of the world in 

relation to the Equator and the 

North and South Poles 

Final Assessment Judgement:  

 

 learn what the different weather forecast symbols 

mean. 

 ask and answer geographical questions. 

 compare what the weather is like across the United 

Kingdom. 

 use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 

study the weather around the academy. 

 use simple instruments to measure the 

temperature, wind speed, and rainfall. 

 use symbols to represent different types of weather 

 create a weather forecast to inform others in the 

academy about what the weather will be like. 

 investigate the link between the location of places 

that often get cold weather and the North and South 

Poles. 

 use map work to identify where different locations 

are around the world 

 investigate the link between the location of places 

that often get hot weather and the equator. 

 investigate what the climate is like in hot and cold 

regions 

 

Fieldwork opportunities – 

 Create an instrument to measure the weather 

and record measurements over a number of 

days. 

 Compare temperature readings in different 

areas around the academy – what changes? 

(Direct sunlight, shade etc.)  

Weather forecasts 

 To know that a weather forecast is a prediction and it is not always accurate.  

 To know what that when reporting the weather, weather forecasters use symbols such as a cloud with a 

thunder bolt for thunder and lightning.  

 To know that a thermometer is used to measure temperature and the scale that we use is degrees 

Celsius (˚C). 

 To know that meteorologists are scientists who observe and study the weather and climate. 

 To know that meteorologists use weather balloons, satellites, radar and surface maps to predict the 

weather. 

 To know that weather balloons are special balloons that have a weather pack on them that measures 

temperature, wind speed, and wind direction. 

Weather across the United Kingdom 

 To know that the four cardinal compass points are – North, South, East and West. 

 To know that the south of England tends to be warmer and drier than the rest of the United Kingdom. 

 To know that the mountainous north-west of England tends to be cooler and wetter. 

 To know that Scotland tends to be cooler than the rest of England - this is due to arctic winds from the 

north. 

 To know the average high temperature in the UK is 13 ˚C and the average low temperature is 5 ˚C. 

World weather – hot places 

 To know that the equator is an imaginary line that goes all the way around the world. 

 To know that the places that are close to the equator are hotter. 

 To know that Africa has some of the hottest countries in the world. 

 To know that Mali is the hottest country in the world and that it is a country in Africa. 

 To know that some places in Africa are so warm that you can fry an egg on the pavement.  

 To know that hot places are normally very dry and not many plants grow there.  

 To know that those plants that do grow in hot places have adapted to the climate. 

 To know that the floor in a hot climate is usually made up of sand and rock which can be grey. 

World weather - cold places 

 To know that Earth has a North Pole and a South Pole and that these are cold places. The South Pole is 

colder than the North Pole. 

 To know that the temperature can fall so low that water will freeze more or less instantly.  

 To know that normally cold places are covered in snow and very little grows there. 

 To know that Antarctica is the coldest place in the world. 

 To know that Antarctica is the only place in the world with no permanent human habitation. Only 

scientists live there for a short amount of time. 

 To know that Canada and Russia are some of the coldest countries in the world. 

World weather – Extreme weather  

 To know that there is extreme weather such as thunderstorms, tornados, hurricanes, hail and tsunamis 

and these can vary in different parts of the world depending on the temperature.  

 

Examples of disciplinary 

questioning: 

 

Reaching judgements – What is 

the weather like in Stockton 

Brook during spring? –How do 

you know? 

 
Making claims – England has 

the best weather – is that true? 

Explain Why.  

 
Arguing responsibly- Is it a 

good idea to give weather 

forecasts even though they are 

sometimes wrong? 

 
Thinking creatively- What 

could we make to help us to 

record the weather? 

 
Problem solving –If you were 

building a house near a river, 

what could you do to help to 

protect it from flooding? 

‘Key Vocab’ is identified in 

red 

Writing Opportunity 

Create a weather diary recording observations daily. 

 


