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‘Together We Achieve Our Best’ 
 

Re. Year 1 ‘Welcome Back’ Letter and Overview of Learning – Spring 2 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

We hope that each and every one of you enjoyed the half term break. 

As we begin the second half of the Spring term, we again have a wealth of new and exciting learning 

opportunities that we cannot wait to share with the children. This term, our learning in many areas of 

the curriculum will focus on weather around the world but a more detailed overview of the things that 

we will be learning about can be seen below. 

 

Curriculum Content 

English In English, we are going to be using all of our knowledge about Florence 

Nightingale from last half term to create our own fact file. We will be learning skills 

such as factual information, using capital letters consistently for the names of people 

and places plus checking our work for errors. We will then be moving onto a new 

story called ‘Cops and Robbers’ by Janet and Allan Ahlberg. To begin with, we will 

be making a prediction from pictures out of the book before learning about the 

features and grammatical skills to write a letter to one of the main characters. 

Maths In maths, we are going to be continuing our learning on place value using numbers 

to 50. We will be looking to find one more and one less and also ordering the 

numbers from smallest to largest. Another key skill the children will be working on 

is splitting numbers into tens and ones. Following on from this we will be focusing 

on length and height. For these concepts we shall be comparing, measuring, adding 

and subtracting different units of measure. Our final mathematical focus will be on 

weight and volume. During this unit, we will look to compare different solids and 

liquids to compare their weight and volume. 

Science In science, we are beginning our learning on everyday materials. We will be sorting 

objects by the material which they are made out of and thinking about which 

materials are man-made and which are natural. We will also be discussing 

characteristics of the different materials and sorting these items based on their 

characteristics.  

We will be comparing and contrasting different plants based on their similarities 
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and differences such as their size, colour, shape and structure.   

In addition to this, we will continue our learning focussed on seasons where we will 

be focusing on spring. Our learning will centre around how the weather changes 

and what effects this has on the environment.  

Geography In geography, we will be becoming weather experts! We are going to be learning 

about weather forecasts and the different symbols that are used. To help us, we are 

going to be learning important key vocabulary such as thermometer, arctic, equator 

and adapted. We will be looking at the different weather patterns that can take 

place across the UK. After this, we will compare hot and cold places around the 

world and different types of plants that grow in different in these different climates. 

To finish our weather learning we will be looking at different weather warnings and 

where these occur.  

Design & 

Technology 

In design and technology, our final outcome is to make a pair of mittens with a 

simple stitched pattern. To begin with, we will be creating a first draft of our design 

then adding basic information using labels. We will then explore and investigate a 

choice of materials and cut out shapes from a selection of fabrics. We will research 

and investigate how to join materials appropriately. Using this new knowledge and 

peer critique, we will then create a final draft of what we would like to use to make 

our mittens.  

Computing In computing, we will introduce the children to data and information. We will focus 

on assigning data and images with different labels in order to demonstrate how 

computers are able to group and present data. The children will identify the 

properties of objects and begin to understand that properties can be used to group 

objects by colour or size. We will then move onto classifying the objects based on 

their properties. The children will begin to group a number of the same objects in 

different ways. Finally, the children will decide how to group objects to answer 

questions and compare the groups thinking about how they are similar or different.  

Music In music, we will be focusing on pulse, rhythm and pitch in different styles of music. 

We will be listening to a variety of different songs from different genres. We will be 

finding and keeping a steady beat and making simple methodic patterns. The 

children are already very good at keeping a beat and joining in with different types 

of music from our practise last half term!  

 

Enjoyment for Reading 

As a class, we will be reading a variety of different texts from well-known children’s authors such as 

Julia Donaldson, Enid Blyton and David Walliams. The children enjoy listening to stories they have 

heard before as it gives them chance to join in with repeated phrases from the story and we love their 

enthusiasm!  

PE Lessons 

This half term, Year 1’s PE lessons will take place on a Monday afternoon. The focus of our learning will 

be gymnastics and games. In gymnastics we will be focusing on moving around, under, over, and 
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through different objects and equipment ensuring we are moving with control and care. In our lessons 

focused on different games, we will be looking to travel with a ball in different ways and travel with a 

ball in different directions (side to side, forwards and backwards) with control and fluency. This will be 

done through a wide variety of sports using different types of balls.   

On a Monday, children will therefore be required to come to school wearing their PE kit. Full details of 

the kit that they are expected to wear is detailed below, as per our uniform policy. 

Your child’s PE kit should only include the following items of clothing: a plain white cotton t-shirt or Milton 

Primary Academy PE shirt, plain black or navy shorts or jogging bottoms, a plain black or navy tracksuit 
top or jumper, and black or white socks. Branding, logos or other images should not be visible on any 

items of PE clothing.  

Please note that if your child does not have a plain black or navy tracksuit top or jumper to wear, they 

should wear their school jumper instead. This ensures that our P.E kit is accessible to all. 

Half-Termly Homework Projects 

In addition to weekly homework tasks which are set each Friday and should be returned the following 

Wednesday, your child should complete two of the half-termly projects listed below. These can be 

given in at any point during the half term.  

Of the activities listed below, children should complete one blue activity and one red activity.  

 Activity 1 – Write about the different types of weather we can experience here in the UK.   

 Activity 2 – Make your own fact file about your favourite animal.  

 Activity 3 – Write a list of all the man-made and a list of all the natural materials you can find in 

the area around your home.  

 Activity 4 - Create a weather forecast display.  

 Activity 5 – Create a sequence of movements to showcase to the class based on our gymnastics 

PE lessons.  

 Activity 6 – Design and label an item of clothing you would like to make.  

Kind regards, 

Miss Holmes & Mrs Burrows  

Year 1 Class Teachers 


