
Year 1 – Summer 1 - History – Local History - Mining 
Composite Knowledge To secure my knowledge, I will… Knowledge I need to know and remember 

Pupils should be 

taught about:  

 significant historical 

events, people and 

places in their own 

locality.  

 
Final Assessment     

Judgement: 

 

 

 Research the process of coal 

mining. 

 Investigate why we need coal in 

the UK. 

 Explore the benefits and 

disadvantages of coal mining. 

 Explain how mining benefited 

Stoke-On-Trent. 

 Order the events at Chatterley 

Whitfield Colliery from opening 

to ceasing production. 

 Explore the working conditions 

for miners. 

 Evaluate the reasons behind the 

miners’ strike. 

 

 
Examples of sources  

 Image of coal mining for 

children - 

https://www.unco.edu/hewit

/doing-history/20th-century-

colorado/work-
tools/mining.aspx (Primary 

source) 

 Coal mines in 1871 - 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/ 

discover/sunday-stone-

recording-englands-coal-
mining-past.html (Primary 

source) 

Mining 

 To know that mining is the process of digging something out of the ground. Any material that cannot be grown, can be mined. Mining things from  
the ground is called extraction 

 To know that the earth contains many minerals and other materials that are useful to people. To get these valuable natural resources, people must dig into the 

ground. The holes that they dig are called mines. 

 To know that mining can include extraction of metals and minerals, like coal, diamond, gold, silver, platinum, copper, tin and iron. Mining can also include other 

things like oil and natural gas. 

 To know that coal and ironstone are natural resources and were being mined in the Stoke-on-Trent area as early as AD1282 and the potteries coalfield covers 100 

square miles. 

 To know that some mining is done by scraping away the soil (dirt) from the top of the ground. This is called surface mining. Some mining is done by going deep 

underground into a mine shaft. This is called underground mining. 

 To know that a colliery is a coal mine and all the buildings and equipment needed to run it. Our nearest colliery is Chatterley Whitfield.  

 To know that during the middle of the 20th century there were over 1,000 collieries in the UK and that North Staffordshire was a centre for coal mining. 

 To know that in 1983 the UK had 174 working pits, but by 2015 they had all closed. 

 To know that coal is a black substance that can be dug up out of the ground and is flammable.  

 To know that coal was very valuable as it provides energy through steam and heat for many things such as: to power trains, heat homes, and for industry such as 

electricity 

 To know that the demand for coal increased as new inventions required more power e.g. a steamship, steam train. 

 To know that more recently coal was used to generate electricity in power stations. 

 To know that underground mining was a dangerous job because it takes place underground and lots of people lost their lives. This is because of roof falls, rock 

bursts, fires and explosions. Explosions happened when flammable gases (such as methane) trapped in the coal were released during mining operations and 

accidentally are ignited. These could be ignited from a spark, a cigarette or a mining lamp. 

 To know that to help miners to recognise if natural gas was being released, the miners would have canaries that they took with them down the mine. If the canary 

died, it was not safe for the miners to go down into the tunnels because there was not much oxygen. 

 To know that miners would have to travel down dark, narrow tunnels to get underground to find coal. This meant that the working conditions were dark, dirty and 

cramped. Some mines had lifts to take the workers underground, but some had to walk and the crawl as the tunnels became narrower.  
 To know that miners used to work 10-14 hours a day with little rest and children were used too on conveyor belts and at the top of chutes. Miners got paid little 

money for the long hours that they worked. 

 To know that a miners would have to wear a torch on their head so that they could see, or have mining lamps which would be fuelled by oil.  
 To know that miners working below ground often inhaled coal dust over extended periods of time, which resulted in serious health problems—for example, black 

lung. 

 To know that they used a pick axe to hit the walls and lumps of coal would come off. The coal was very heavy, so it was loaded into carts underground and either 

pulled by the men back up the shaft to the surface or pit ponies were used to transport the heavy carts.  

 To know that because of the dryness in the air, miners would always have food which was moist and tasty such as jam sandwiches or sardines. They would stay 

underground all day and not come to the surface until they had finished work. 

 To know that since the Industrial Revolution, modern machinery and equipment is used to extract coal so that people are not needed as much and it is safer.  

 To know that today all mines are closed in Stoke-on-Trent but due to mining, there has been an impact on the environment such as sinkholes and loss of 

biodiversity and habitats.  
Employment 

 To know that mines provided employment to many families in Stoke-on-Trent, about 20,000 men worked in mines. 

 To know that mining was important to our local area as it generated money for families. 
 To know that when the mines closed, it caused the area to become poorer. 

 To know that in AD1922 over a million people in the UK worked at collieries. 

 To know that Coal Miners' Day is celebrated on May 4 to recognize the hard work of some of the great unsung heroes of the Industrial Revolution. The day is 

celebrated to show appreciation for the coal miners and honour their accomplishments. 
Chatterley Whitfield Colliery 

 To know that mining in the Chatterley Whitfield area started in around the 13th Century. 

 To know that Chatterley Whitfield was the largest mine in the North Staffordshire coalfield and was the first colliery in the UK to produce a million tonnes of coal in a 

year. 

 To know there was an explosion and fire at Chatterley Whitfield in AD1881 which killed 24 men and boys. 
 To know that railway lines were constructed to transport the coal away from the mines and that coal production stopped at Chatterley Whitfield in 1977 

 To know that the Chatterly Whitfield site reopened as a museum two years after its closure in 1976. The museum closed in 1991 and the site became a local nature 

reserve.  
UK miners’ strike 

 To know that a strike is where workers stop working in order to try to make changes or stop changes to the way that they work.  
 To know that the miners’ strike of 1984-1985 was one of the largest strikes in the world where they were trying to stop the closure of mines across the country. 

 To know that the miners hoped that by striking, they would cause a shortage of energy that would force the government to do what they wanted. 
 

Examples of 

disciplinary 

questioning:  

Chronology: Can you 

put the events at 

Chatterley Whitfield into 

order?  

Change: What change 

meant that more coal 

was needed? 

Cause: Why did the 

miners’ strike in 1984? 

Significance: Why was 

mining so important to 

our local area?  

Similarities and 

differences: What was 

similar and what was 

different before and after 

the mining strike? 

Evidence: Discuss from 

the sources as to 

whether it was safe for 

children to be in a mine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Key Vocab’ is identified 

in red 

Writing Opportunity 

To write a set of instructions on how to extract coal from an underground mine.  

 

https://www.unco.edu/hewit/doing-history/20th-century-colorado/work-tools/mining.aspx
https://www.unco.edu/hewit/doing-history/20th-century-colorado/work-tools/mining.aspx
https://www.unco.edu/hewit/doing-history/20th-century-colorado/work-tools/mining.aspx
https://www.unco.edu/hewit/doing-history/20th-century-colorado/work-tools/mining.aspx
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/

