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‘Together We Achieve Our Best’ 

Re. Year 2‘Welcome Back’ Letter and Overview of Learning – Summer 1 

 
Dear Parents / Carers, 

We hope that each and every one of you enjoyed the Easter break and your child is enjoying the first 
week back at school. 

As we now move through the first half of the summer, we again have a wealth of new and exciting 
learning opportunities that we cannot wait to share with the children.  This term, our learning in many 
areas of the curriculum will focus on ‘Historical Events in Living Memory’, but a more detailed 
overview of the things that we will be learning about can be seen below. 

 
Curriculum Content 

English In English, our class text is ‘Alice in Wonderland’ by Lewis Carroll. Our reading of 
this story will support us in writing our final outcome which is a third person 
narrative describing Alice’s journey to Wonderland. The key skills we shall cover 
will include: noun phrases, exclamations, conjunctions and apostrophes for 
contraction and possession.  

Our second focus for writing this half term will be inspired by our history topic: 
Events in Living Memory. We will be using our learning about the first moon 
landing, study sources such as newspaper excerpts and videos of the moon landing 
to write our own newspaper reports about this event in history. 

We will also be completing our SATs assessments this half term. The children will sit 
a spelling paper, a punctuation & grammar paper and 2 reading papers during May.  

Maths This half term, we shall be finishing off our topic of shape, where we will learn about 
the properties of 2-D and 3-D shapes. We will continue our focus on the properties 
of 2-D shapes, drawing 2-D shapes and symmetry before moving on to the 
properties of 3-D shapes.  

After this, we will be learning about fractions. We will begin by recognising equal 
amounts and then we will find fractions of amounts including finding half, thirds and 
quarters. 

This half term, we will also be completing our SATs assessments, where children 
will sit two maths papers: arithmetic and reasoning.  
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Science During science we shall be concluding our previous topic of plants. We will be 
conducting an experiment to observe the changes of plants over time that we have 
planted together. We will put our bean plants into different environments to observe 
how this effects the way that plants grow. We will also learn about the key things that 
plants need to survive and grow.  

Following on from this, we will begin our next focus: living things and their habitats. 
Our first lessons will focus on knowing that animals are living things and that a 
habitat is where an animal lives. We will conduct a classifying investigation to sort 
and compare living things: things that are dead and things that have never been 
alive.  

History This half term our focus is three events in living memory:  

• The Titanic 
• The first flight 
• The moon landing 

We will first learn about the events of the Titanic including: the chronological order 
of events, the facilities on board and the consequences following the event.  

During our focus on flight, we will learn about the different forms of air travel such 
as hot air balloons, aeroplanes, helicopters and rockets. We will also learn about the 
invention of the aeroplane and famous pilots.  

Finally, we will learn about the moon landing. We will learn about the Space Race, 
the flight of Apollo 11 and about the famous astronauts: Neil Armstrong, Michael 
Collins and Edwin ‘Buzz’ Aldrin. 

Art This half term, our final piece will be a pencil sketch of the Titanic. We will build up 
a wealth of skills through each lesson. We will start by looking at lines and shading 
and we will then move on to more complex concepts such as: shading for impact 
and perspective. We will use peer critique to improve our work. Look out for our 
masterpieces as we will post the final outcome on Facebook for you to see your chid 
share with you their masterpiece. 

Computing Our unit this half term is robot algorithms. It develops pupils’ understanding of 
instructions in sequences and the use of logical reasoning to predict outcomes. 
Pupils will use given commands in different orders to investigate how the order 
affects the outcome. Pupils will also learn about design in programming. They will 
develop artwork and test it for use in a program. They will design algorithms and 
then test those algorithms as programs and debug them. 

Music During our music lessons this half term, we will expand our musical knowledge 
through listening to several different music genres including: rock, film music, jazz, 
pop/jazz and calypso. When listening, we will continue to develop our 
understanding of music and use this to perform with different pitch, tempo and 
rhythm. We will also be learning 3 different songs to perform and using instruments 
to accompany ourselves when we will perform as part of a group and as a class.   
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Enjoyment for Reading 

As a class, we will be reading ‘Billionaire Boy’ by David Walliams during our 
‘Enjoyment for Reading’ sessions. This story is about Len, a man who goes from 
’rags to riches’ by creating a new toilet roll. He makes millions and millions of 
pounds by selling his new inventions and he and his son live in an enormous 
mansion! His son, Joe, has everything he could ever want but what he really 
wants is a friend. Will his life change when he goes to a new school? 

PE Lessons 

This half term, Year 2’s PE lessons will take place on a Thursday afternoon. The focus of our learning 
will be on gymnastics and games. During their PE lessons, the children will develop their range of 
gymnastic movements and actions on the floor and apparatus, when travelling, still and balancing. The 
children will learn and experiment with different balances that they could do, using different points of 
their body. They will have opportunities to plan and repeat their own simple sequence of actions.  

In games, children will be focussing on their possession skills during ball sports. They will develop 
their rolling, kicking and striking of a ball. In their PE lessons, they will develop sportsmanship and 
working as a team.  

On a Thursday, children will therefore be required to come to school wearing their PE kit. Full details 
of the kit that they are expected to wear is detailed below, as per our uniform policy. 

Your child’s PE kit should only include the following items of clothing: a plain white cotton t-shirt or Milton 
Primary Academy PE shirt, plain black or navy shorts or jogging bottoms, a plain black or navy tracksuit 
top or jumper, and black or white socks. Branding, logos or other images should not be visible on any 
items of PE clothing.  

Please note that if your child does not have a plain black or navy tracksuit top or jumper to wear, they 
should wear their school jumper instead. This ensures that our P.E kit is accessible to all. 

Half-Termly Homework Projects 

In addition to weekly homework tasks which are set each Friday and should be returned the following 
Wednesday, your child should complete two of the half-termly projects listed below. These can be 
given in at any point during the half term.  

Of the activities listed below, children should complete one blue activity and one red activity.  

• Create a factual poster about the Titanic. 
• Create a labelled diagram of an airborne vehicle (aeroplane, hot air balloon etc.) 
• Research and write about an astronaut of your choice.  
• Create a diorama of the Titanic 
• Create a model plane 
• Create a rocket based on Apollo 11 

Kind regards, 

Miss Wilde and Miss Manders 

Year 2 Class Teachers 


