
Year 2 - Spring 1 - History – Significant Individuals – Key British Monarchs 

Composite Knowledge To secure my knowledge, I will… Knowledge I need to know and remember 

Pupils should be taught 

about:  

 about the lives of 

significant individuals in 

the past who have 

contributed to national and 

international achievements  

 Discuss the importance of London to the United Kingdom. 

 Sequence when each monarch ruled chronologically.  

 Use language such as before, after and during to describe the 

chronology of the lives of the monarchs.  

 Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. 

 Compare the similarities and differences between living in the 

time period of each monarch. 

 Identify similarities and differences between the way the three 

monarchs ruled. 

 Evaluate the key achievements of each monarch.   

 Find similarities and differences between the achievements of the 

three monarchs.  

 Ask and answer questions about a range of sources. 

 Recall key dates related to the lives of the monarchs. 

 Use other sources to evaluate knowledge learnt and understand 

the importance of events. 

 Explain that the power and authority of monarchs in Britain has 

changed over the centuries. 

 Explore the impact that each monarch’s rule had on the culture 

and beliefs of England.  

Examples of sources  

 https://onthetudortrail.com/Blog/resources/primary-
sources/ (primary sources – text) 

 https://spartacus-educational.com/TUDhenry8.htmPortraits 

and photographs of Queen Victoria. (primary sources – text 

and images) 

 Proclamation for a day of mourning for Queen Victoria. 

(primary sources – images) 

 Photographs for comparison of Queen Elizabeth II (primary 

sources – images) 

 National Geographic timeline of Queen Elizabeth II 

(secondary sources – text and images) 

 

 

Henry VIII 

 To know that Henry VIII ruled first, five centuries ago.  

 To know that he ruled at the age of 17 from AD 1509-1547. 

 To know that Henry VIII had six wives and it was very important to him to have a male heir.   

 To know that Mary I (Henry VIII’s daughter) was England’s first female ruling monarch.  

 To know that when Henry VIII first ruled, England was a mostly Catholic country and that the Pope was 

(and still is) the head of the Catholic Church.  

 To know Henry VIII changed the way England was ruled by giving more power to the monarchy and 

parliament over laws than the Catholic Church.  

 To know that this parliament he formed was how our parliament came to be what it is today.  

 To know that Henry VIII formed The Church of England which English monarchs are still the head of 

today. 

 To know that he formed The Royal College of Physicians so that people working in medicine had to 

have a license. 

 To know that Henry VIII encouraged a culture of arts, music and sports in England. 

 To know that he was injured in a jousting accident which led to his decline in health and ultimately his 

death in 1547 – he died at 55 years of age. 
Queen Victoria 

 To know that Victoria I ruled at the age of 18 from AD 1837-1901. 

 To know that her reign was the second longest in history. 

 To know that Victoria I was the first monarch to live in Buckingham Palace.  

 To know that Queen Victoria was only five feet tall which is far smaller than the average height at the 

time. 

 To know that she had nine children and after her husband (Prince Albert) passed away, she only wore 

black for the rest of her reign.  

 To know that Victoria I was Empress of India for 25 years.  

 To know that under her rule, Britain became the most powerful country in the world, as the British 

Empire ruled approximately ¼ of the world’s population. 

 To know that she ruled over the Industrial Revolution.  

 To know that during this time, engineers used the power of steam to run big factories and steam trains 

for making and transporting goods, producing much of the world’s coal, steel and textiles which made 

Britain very wealthy.  

 To know that pollution from the factories was bad for the health of people.  

 To know that due to the amount of people needing to live near to their place of work, living conditions 

for the working people were very poor.  

 To know that Queen Victoria died at the age of 81 due to old age. 
Queen Elizabeth II 

 To know that Queen Elizabeth II is our current reigning monarch. 

 To know that she is Britain’s longest reigning monarch. 

 To know that her reign began in 1952 at the age of 27. 

 To know under her rule the British Empire was split and many countries gained independence.  

 To know that Queen Elizabeth II is the head of the Commonwealth which is a group of 53 countries who 

work together.  

 To know there have been 12 Prime Ministers during her reign. The first of which was Winston 

Churchill. 

 To know that Prince Charles (Elizabeth’s son) is next in line to the throne.  

 To know that Queen Elizabeth II meets with the Prime Minster once a week to discuss affairs. 

 To know that she brings millions of pounds to Britain through tourism. 

  

  
 

  

Examples of disciplinary 

questioning:  

Chronology: In what order 

did the monarchs rule? 

Change: What changed in 

Britain due to the reign of 

Henry VIII?  

Cause: What caused 

Britain to become so 

powerful during the reign 

of Victoria I?   

Significance: What was 

significant about Henry VIII 

forming his own 

parliament? 

Similarities and 

differences: What is 

different about the way 

Henry VIII and Queen 

Elizabeth II rule Britain? 

Evidence: How do we 

know how the monarchs 

look/looked? What is more 

reliable? Paintings or 

photographs? 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Key Vocab’ is identified in 

red 

Writing Opportunity 

Fact file about Queen Victoria. 
 


