
Year 2 - Spring 2 - Geography - Kenya 
Composite Knowledge To secure my knowledge, I will… Knowledge Components 

Pupils should be taught:  

 to identify hot and cold areas of the 

world in relation to the equator and 

North and South Poles. 

 to understand geographical 

similarities and differences through 

studying the human and physical 

geography of a small area of the 

United Kingdom, and of a small area 

in a contrasting non-European 

country 

 to use simple compass directions 

(North, South, East and West) and 

locational and directional language 

(near and far; left and right) to 

describe the location of features and 

routes on a map. 

 to use aerial photographs and plan 

perspectives to recognise 

landmarks and basic human and 

physical features. 

Final Assessment 

Judgement: 

 use world maps, atlases and globes to identify Kenya 

and locate on a map. 

 learn the name of the capital city of Kenya and locate it 

on a map. 

 ask and answer geographical questions. 

 use compass directions to explain where physical 

features are within Kenya.  

 learn facts about Kenya and the Maasai Mara. 

 differentiate between the characteristics of Kenya and 

be able to identify human and physical features. 

 learn about the climate within Kenya. 

 learn similarities and differences between life in Kenya 

and life in the United Kingdom including settlements 

and jobs 

 compare and contrast aerial photographs of different 

areas of Kenya.  

 understand why tourists visit Kenya 

Fieldwork opportunities – 

 To use a virtual 360 tour of the Maasai Mara: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EPP36G3Z3l4 

 Distinguish between human and physical features 

by using digital and aerial photos of the local 

area.  

 To use digital photographs to compare 

differences and similarities between the UK and 

Kenya. 

Location  

 To know that Kenya is in the continent of Africa and that the UK is in the continent of Europe. 

 To know the four compass points – North, South, East and West. 

 To know that the Indian Ocean is to the east of Kenya.  

 To know that Kenya is partially bordered to the west by a body of water called Lake Victoria. 

 To know that Lake Victoria is a physical feature and is the second largest freshwater lake in the world. 

 To understand that the equator is an imaginary line that runs through Kenya. 

 To know that Kenya’s position in relation to the equator means that it is a hot area of the world.  

Climate 

 To know that in the UK we have 4 seasons with different weather patterns but in Kenya there are 2 dry seasons and 2 

rainy seasons. 

 To know that the seasons in Kenya vary in the mountains and near the coast. 

 To know that, on the coast, the climate is tropical with warm temperatures and high humidity. 

 To know that in the lowlands of Kenya, the weather is generally hot and dry. 

 To know that in the mountains of Kenya, the climate is temperate. 

 To know that the UK is a temperate climate. 

Population 

 To know that Nairobi is the capital city of Kenya and it sits at an altitude of 5,500 feet (1,700 meters). 

 To know that the population of Kenya is approximately 55.4 million (2021). 

 To know that the population of Nairobi is approximately 4.9 million (2021). 

 To know that the second biggest city in Kenya is Mombasa which is in a coastal area in the southeast of Kenya. 

 To know that Kenya has an area about 2.4 times larger than the United Kingdom. 

 To know there are currently fewer people in Kenya than there are in the United Kingdom (2021). 

Physical and human features 

 To know some of the physical features of the landscape in Kenya such as: deserts, swamps, mountains, lowland 

savannahs, and forests. 

 To know that the Tana River is the longest river in Kenya. 

 To know that Mount Kenya is the tallest mountain in Kenya. 

 To know that Mount Kenya is cool enough to be covered in snow all year round. 

 To know that in Kenya, more than 60 languages are spoken and most people speak more than one African language. 

 To know that there are two official languages in Kenya - English and Swahili. 

 To know that most Kenyans live in the highlands. 

Tourist attractions 

 To know that millions of tourists visit the Maasai Mara National Reserve every year. 

 To know that the Maasai Tribe are a tribe of people who live in the Maasai Mara. 

 To know that Maasai people traditionally live in mud huts made from mud, sticks, grass and cow dung. 

 To know that Maasai people are usually farmers and own herds of cows, goats and sheep. 

 To know that the Gedi, a lost city in the depths of a forest, is one of Kenya’s great unknown treasures. 

 To know that there are many endangered animals in Kenya including: elephants, lions, cheetahs, rhinos, bongos and 

sitatungas. 

 To know that there are manmade centres which aim to look after endangered animals, such as the Giraffe Centre just 

outside Nairobi. 

Examples of disciplinary 

questioning: 

 

Reaching judgements – Why do 

most people live in the highlands in 

Kenya? 

Making claims – Mombasa would 

make a better place for a holiday 

than Nairobi. – Why?  

Arguing responsibly- The biggest 

difference between the Massai Mara 

and the United Kingdom is...? 

Thinking creatively- How could 

people in the west of Africa attract 

more tourists? 

Problem solving – A company wants 

to set up a factory to export goods 

from Kenya. Where would be the 

best place to locate this? – Why? 

‘Key Vocab’ is identified in red 

Writing Opportunity 

To create a travel brochure for a safari trip to the Maasai Mara. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EPP36G3Z3l4

