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‘Together We Achieve Our Best’ 
 

Re. Year 2 ‘Welcome Back’ Letter and Overview of Learning – Spring 2 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

We hope that each and every one of you enjoyed the half term break. 

As we begin the second half of the Spring term, we again have a wealth of new and exciting learning 

opportunities that we cannot wait to share with the children. This term, our learning in many areas of 

the curriculum will focus on Kenya, but a more detailed overview of the things that we will be learning 

about can be seen below. 

Curriculum Content 

English During English lessons this half term, we will be looking at the text ‘Meerkat Mail’ 

by Emily Gravett. This is a heart-warming tale about Sunny the Meerkat who goes 

on an exciting adventure to find the ‘perfect’ place to call home. We will use the text 

to support us when writing a first person narrative about being alone and afraid in 

the rainforest. This will be written from Sunny’s perspective. We will use lots of 

skills such as noun phrases, conjunctions, exclamations and list sentences. Our 

second piece of writing this half term will be a set of instructions inspired by our 

design and technology outcome – making a shuka cloth.  

Maths This half term, we will be covering the following topics in maths:  

 Multiplication and division 

 Statistics 

 Properties of shape 

When learning about multiplication and division, your child will be learning a 

number of written methods to support their working out to multiply and divide 

accurately. We will be practising our 2, 5, 10 and 3 times tables to support them with 

this also.  

During our learning linked to statistics, we will be drawing data in tally charts and 

pictograms. We will also interpret drawn tally charts and pictograms.  
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When learning about shape, we will learn the different properties of 2D and 3D 

shapes including: their names, numbers of sides or edges, numbers of vertices and 

numbers of faces.  

Science In science this half term, we will complete our learning about animals, including 

humans. We will be learning about the effect that exercise has on the body and the 

way that healthy and unhealthy foods change our bodies. We will be investigating 

this learning by taking part in an experiment to look at the effect that healthy and 

unhealthy foods have when we are exercising. To consolidate this learning, we are 

going to receive a visit from the ‘Animal Man’ who will show the children a number 

of animals and discuss what each animal needs to survive. 

Then we shall move on to learning about plants. We will be conducting an 

experiment to observe the changes that happen to plants over time when they are 

planted together. We will put the plants in different environments to observe how 

this effects the way that the plants grow. By learning from the outcomes of the 

experiment, we will learn what plants need to be healthy and grow.  

Geography During geography lessons, we will be looking at Kenya. We will learn all about the 

location of Kenya and we will look to identify it on a map of Africa and also a map of 

the world. The children will also revisit the four compass points and know the 

difference between countries that are situated close to the Equator and further 

away. The children will learn about the different man-made and physical features of 

Kenya and why Kenya is a good destination for tourists to visit. They will also learn 

about the Maasai Mara National Reserve and what life is like for people who live in 

the Maasai tribe. During our geography lessons, we will study lots of maps of Kenya, 

Africa and the World. We will look at different resources such as videos of safaris in 

Kenya and compare pictures of Kenya and the United Kingdom.  

Design & 

Technology 

This half term, your child will be creating their own shuka cloth, as worn by people 

in the Maasai tribe in Kenya. During our design and technology lessons, we will 

study the patterns and designs of shuka cloths before creating our own design. 

Following peer critique, we will improve our designs before creating our final 

outcome. Children will create their own shuka cloth and take part in a traditional 

jumping dance as done by the Maasai tribes. 

Computing Our focus for this half term during our computing lessons is collecting data and 

information and using them to create digital pictograms. We will collect different 

data. The children will learn the definition of the term ‘attribute’ and will use this to 

help them to organise their data. Children will then learn to present this data in 

different pictograms which are made on the iPads or laptops. After this, they will 

present their pictograms and describe the data that they have chosen. 

Music During our music lessons this half term, we will expand our musical knowledge 

through listening to several different music genres including: pop, orchestral, jazz, 

swing and gospel. During our listening, we will continue to develop our 

understanding of music and use this to perform with different pitch, tempo and 

rhythm. We will also be learning 3 different songs to perform and we will use 
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instruments to accompany ourselves which we will perform as part of a group and as 

a class.   

 

Enjoyment for Reading 

As a class, we will be reading ‘The Enchanted Wood’ by Enid Blyton during our ‘Enjoyment for 

Reading’ sessions. This story is about three siblings who move to the countryside. After exploring the 

woods around their house, they stumble upon the enchanted wood, where the magic faraway tree 

grows. The children meet lots of the interesting, magical folk who live in the tree and each time they 

climb up to the top of the tree, they discover different worlds to explore.  

We will also have lots of opportunities to go to the library and choose different, shorter books to read 

as a class during ‘Enjoyment for Reading’ sessions.  

 

PE Lessons 

This half term, Year 2’s PE lessons will take place on a Thursday afternoon. The focus of our learning 

will be on gymnastics and games. During their PE lessons, the children will develop their range of 

gymnastic movements and actions on the floor and apparatus, when travelling, still and balancing. The 

children will learn and experiment with different balances that they could do, using different points of 

their body. They will have opportunity to plan and repeat their own simple sequence of actions.  

In games, children will be focussing on their possession skills during ball sports. They will develop 

their rolling, kicking and striking of a ball. In their PE lessons, they will develop sportsmanship and 

working as a team.  

On a Thursday, children will therefore be required to come to school wearing their PE kit. Full details 

of the kit that they are expected to wear is detailed below, as per our uniform policy. 

Your child’s PE kit should only include the following items of clothing: a plain white cotton t-shirt or Milton 

Primary Academy PE shirt, plain black or navy shorts or jogging bottoms, a plain black or navy tracksuit 
top or jumper, and black or white socks. Branding, logos or other images should not be visible on any 

items of PE clothing.  
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Please note that if your child does not have a plain black or navy tracksuit top or jumper to wear, they 

should wear their school jumper instead. This ensures that our P.E kit is accessible to all. 

Half-Termly Homework Projects 

In addition to weekly homework tasks which are set each Friday and should be returned the following 

Wednesday, your child should complete two of the half-termly projects listed below. These can be 

given in at any point during the half term.  

Of the activities listed below, children should complete one blue activity and one red activity.  

 Write a letter to a child in the Maasai tribe to tell them about your life and ask them questions 

about theirs.  

 Research facts about safaris in Kenya.  

 Create a factfile about one of the Big 5 of African animals (elephant, lion, buffalo, rhinoceros and 

leopard).  

 Research the Maasai tribe’s jewellery and create your own.  

 Create your own paper mache African animal.  

 Create your own Maasai tribe mud hut. This could be done using cardboard or recyclable 

materials.  

Kind regards, 

Miss Manders and Miss Wilde 

Year 2 Class Teachers 


