
Year 2 - Summer 1 - History – The History of Transport 

Composite Knowledge 
To secure my knowledge, I 

will… 
Knowledge I need to know and remember 

Pupils should be taught 

about:  

 events beyond living memory 

that are significant nationally 

or globally 

 

Final Assessment     

Judgement: 

 

 Create a map of the Titanic’s 

voyage, noting events that look 

place. 

 Identify what the Titanic disaster 

taught people and what changed 

as a result. 

 Examine how experiences were 

different aboard Titanic 

depending on your social class. 

 Look at the history of Captain 

Edward Smith and the fact that he 

came from our local area. 

 Identify similarities and 

differences between these 

significant inventions and what 

they changed. 

 Evaluate which invention had the 

greatest impact on humans.  

 Explore flight and how methods 

of flight have evolved overtime. 

 Look at how the invention of the 

steam train spread from Britain to 

the rest of the world. 

 Understand the impact of Apollo 

11 and how technology and 

understanding of space has 

changed as a result 

 Think about how all of these 

significant historical events have 

helped the world.  

 Create a combined time line of 

these 3 major events 

 Watch videos from the time of 

‘the space race’ 

Examples of sources  

 Early footage of the first 

attempts at flying - 

https://www.youtube.com/watc

h?app=desktop&v=C7OJvv4LG

9M (Primary source) 

 Footage of the moon landing - 

https://kids.nationalgeographic

.com/history/article/moon-

landing (Primary source) 

 

 

Titanic 

 To know that the Titanic was a British passenger cruise liner which was designed and built to transport people across the oceans. 

 To know that Thomas Andrews was a naval architect who designed the ship at just aged 16. He was on the ship when it set sail and was the first to realise it would 

sink when it hit the iceberg. He helped passengers get safely onto lifeboats. 

 To know that the Titanic was built by a company called White Star Line in Belfast in Northern Ireland. White Star Line started in Liverpool in 1845 and the Titanic was 

the biggest, most luxurious ship that had ever been built. It cost £1.5 million to build. 

 To know that the Titanic’s maiden voyage was on 10th April 1912 after 3 years of construction which started in March 1909. There were 900 crewmembers on board 

and the captain was Captain Edward Smith who was born in Stoke-on-Trent. 

 To know that the Titanic was known as the ‘unsinkable’ ship and it took around 15,000 workers to build the titanic and its sister ship – the Olympic. It had improved 

safety systems compared to previous designs such as watertight compartments. 

 To know that the ship set sail from Southampton to Cherbourg in France and then headed into the Atlantic Ocean to New York.  

 To know that on the maiden voyage, it is believed that the Titanic collided with an iceberg at 11.40pm and sank on 15th April 1912, 2 hours and 40 minutes later. 

 To know that the captain was made aware of icy conditions but the officers seemed unconcerned and made no attempt to change the course or speed. When the 

captain realised the problem, he changed the direction but not the speed, so the ship did not turn quick enough out of the icy conditions. 

 To know that the Titanic hit an iceberg which mostly lies beneath the surface of the sea, so the size of it was not recognised. 

 To know that 1,517 people died when the Titanic sank who came from 33 different countries. 

 To know that the Titanic carried different cargo such as commercial good such as baggage, cases of goods, flowers, wine, cheese etc and Riyal mail post. There 

were pets of the passengers and unusual items such as a motor car! 

 To know that the guests on the ship were split into 3 social classes: first class, second class, third class. 

 To know that there weren’t enough lifeboats to save all the people and that first and second class passengers were more likely to have survived. Since then, 

improvements were made to ships to include more lifeboats 

 To know that the Titanic was powered by 3 huge steam engines and there was a fake funnel which was built to make it look more powerful. 

 To know that the Carpathia rescued 706 survivors from the Titanic who were mainly first or second class passengers  

 To know that a series of errors contributed to the disaster such as people opening windows and the helmsman not having the key to the cupboard which held the 

binoculars. 

 To know that the ship wreck was found in 1985 on the seabed nearly 4km below the surface. 
Flight 

 To know that flight can mean different forms of air travel such as hot air balloon, aeroplane, helicopter, rocket etc 

 To know that by the end of the 19th century, men could ascend into the air using balloons, kites and gliders, but always needed wind to power them 

 To know that Joseph-Michel and Jacques-Étienne Montgolfier, also called the Montgolfier brothers, invented the first hot-air balloon in 1783 

 To know that to test the first hot air balloon, animals were used before the first human passengers took flight 

 To know that the Montgolfier brothers’ hot-air balloon inspired others to work out ways to power and control aircraft in 1852. 

 To know that Jules Henri Giffard was a French inventor. He built the first airship, which was a bit like a stretched hot-air balloon. 

 To know that the first controlled, sustained flight of a powered, heavier-than-air aircraft was achieved by the ‘Wright Flyer’ in 1903 in North Carolina. 

 To know that the ‘Wright Flyer’ was invented and built by the Wright brothers, Orville Wright and Wilbur Wright. 

 To know that the Wright brothers invented aircraft controls and that the same method remains today on fixed wing aircraft.  

 To know that the first flight lasted for just 12 seconds on 17th December 1903. Over the next few years, the brothers improved their design. By 1905, their aircraft 

could stay in the air for 39 minutes. 

 To know that in 1909, Louis Bleriot became the first person to fly across the English Channel, from Calais to Dover. 

 To know that between 1914 and 1918 the development of aircraft was sped up by the military during World War 1 as the advantages of flight were recognised. 

 To know that is 1917 the U.S. Government began to transport mail by air. 

 To know that in 1919 the world’s first international passenger flights began. There were flights every day travelling from London to Paris. It was the first time that 

passengers were able to fly from one country to another. 

 To know that Amelia Earhart became the first person to fly solo from Hawaii to the US mainland. 

 To know that by 1933, Boeing created the Boeing 247 which is recognised as the first commercial passenger aircraft. 

 To know that in 1973 Concorde was the first supersonic airplane that carried passengers. It had a top speed of 1354mph - twice the speed of sound. Passengers 

could travel from London to New York in around three hours. 
Moon Landing 

 To know that before modern inventions and space travel, people did not know much about the moon 

 To know that over sixty years ago, two countries were in a race – the United States of America and the United Social Soviet Republics (USSR). Both countries wanted 

to be the first to land people on the Moon. This race was called the Space Race 

 To know the US Space Agency (NASA) invested a lot of money to make sure that the United States were the first to the moon. 

 To know that Apollo 11 took off on 16th July 1969 from Florida (USA) and landed on the moon on 20th July. The astronauts were called Neil Armstrong, Michael Collins 

and Edwin Aldrin 

 To know that Neil Armstrong was the first person to step onto the surface of the moon and he famously said, “One small step for man. One giant leap for mankind.” 

 To know that a camera transmitted the moment back to Earth, where around 650 million people watched on television. 

 To know that Apollo 11 landed safely back on Earth on 24th July 1969. 

 To know that a total of 12 people have walked on the moon but the last people to walk on the moon were in 1972. 

 To know that this mission helped to advance technology which is used today and that NASA is working on sending humans to another planet: Mars. 

 

 

 

Examples of 

disciplinary 

questioning:  

Chronology: In what order 

did each invention come into 

use? 

Change: How did these 

inventions cause the world to 

change?  

Cause: What caused The 

Space Race?   

Significance: Why was the 

development of flight 

significant during the first 

World War? 

Similarities and 

differences: What was 

similar between the Titanic 

and the Steam Train?  

Evidence: How accurate is 

the number of deaths on the 

Titanic? Why might it be 

incorrect? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Key Vocab’ is identified 

in red 

Writing Opportunity 

Design a poster for one of these significant events including the knowledge that has been learnt. 
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