
Year 3 - Autumn 1 - History – The Stone Age 

Composite Knowledge To secure my knowledge, I will… Knowledge I need to know and remember 

Pupils should be taught 

about:  

 changes in Britain from the 

Stone Age to the Iron Age 

 Late Neolithic hunter- 

gatherers and early 

farmers e.g., Skara Brae  

 Bronze Age religion, 

technology and travel  

 e.g., Stonehenge  

 Iron Age hill forts: tribal 

kingdoms, farming, art and 

culture. 

 Identify the position (chronology) of these events on a 

timeline, clearly marking and ordering the periods of the 

prehistoric eras. 

 Describe how land use, food, tools, weaponry, settlements 

and materials changed over time 

 Explore the role of an archaeologist and find out why they 

have to uncover to find out about the past (dig, discover, 

date). 

 Explore what evidence historians and archaeologists use to 

find out about the past. E.g. Skara Brae, Stonehenge, cave 

paintings, Danebury Hillfort. 

 Identify the materials used to make tools and weaponry. 

 Describe how settlements changed during the Stone Age. 

 Compare how houses changed during the Stone Age.  

 Describe how home life and communities changed during 

the Stone Age era. 

 Explain and compare how the Mesolithic people were more 

similar to modern day humans than the early humans. 

 Consider how climate change during the Stone Age era 

affected the ability of animals to survive, and how animals 

adapted to the conditions that they lived in. 

 Describe the events that led to the end of each Stone Age 

period – Palaeolithic (evolution and domestication of 

humans and animals) Mesolithic (tsunami - Doggerland), 

Neolithic (diseases and tribes). 

 Explain how the Bronze Age was known for its wealth due to 

their work with metal and the trading of goods.  

 Explore how events from the Stone Age period have 

influenced life today e.g. Stonehenge, seasons, 

sun/moon/stars. 

 Find out how life in Britain changed forever following the 

invasion of the Romans.  

 To know that the three eras lasted for different amounts of time. 

 To know that an archaeologist is someone who finds out about the past by digging.  

 To know that the Stone Age is called this because people mostly used stone tools. 

Palaeolithic Period 

 To know that the earliest humans were part of the Palaeolithic period. 

 To know that they survived by hunting animals (Hunter-Gatherers) and gathering food. Then, very gradually, 

people learned new skills.  

Mesolithic Period 

 To know that over 10,000 years ago, the Mesolithic period came after the Ice Age and Britain was open 

grassland. 

 To know that Mesolithic hunters used stone tools as well as deer antlers acting as spears to kill fish. 

 To know that fossils tell us what Mesolithic humans were like and how they lived.  

 To know that cave paintings help us learn what animals were around in Mesolithic times and what the climate 

was like. 

 To know that mammoths died out as the climate warmed. 

 To know that when the glacial period ended, Britain was joined to the rest of Europe by a low-lying area called 

Doggerland.  

 To know that they learned to herd animals and grow crops. Later they discovered the secrets of making bronze 

and iron. 

Neolithic Period 

 To know that over 7,000 years ago, the Neolithic period was a more advanced time in history. People used to 

harvest crops and grow food deliberately.  

 To know that settlements were formed where people stayed and did not move around. 

  To know that Skara Brae in the Orkney Islands, Scotland has the remains of a Neolithic settlement.  

 To know that Stonehenge was built to mark the important days in the year – winter solstice and summer 

solstice. 

 To know that flint is a hard, shiny rock and this was used for tools and that mining pits were dug for flint to be 

extracted. 

Copper Age 

 To know that in Europe, people had a new way of making tools and weapons by separating copper from copper 

ore. This made tools better and last longer 

 To know that people started to use copper 4,500 years ago and it is known as the Copper Age. 

Bronze Age 

 To know that to make tools stronger, copper was mixed with tin to produce bronze. This became the Bronze 

Age (over 4,000 years ago). 

 To know that The Bronze Age was when there was a difference between rich and poor people. 

 To know that rich people used to trade metal objects for something they needed.  

 To know that people from abroad brought new skills and ideas to Britain.  

 To know that people travelled around on foot and by boat. Boats were made by chopping down trees.  

Iron Age 

 To know that the Iron Age began around 2,700 years ago. The people were called Celts. 

 To know that the Iron Age hillfort - Danebury Hillfort - has given archaeologists the best evidence about life in 

the Iron Age. 

 To know that about 2,000 years ago, the Iron Age was nearing an end as the Romans came to Britain. 

 

 

Examples of disciplinary 

questioning:  

Chronology: How far does the 

Stone Age span compared to 

our lifetime?  

Change: Which factor made 

life in settlements differ the 

most between periods?  

Cause: Why did people no 

longer move around and live 

in different areas?  

Significance: What was the 

biggest achievement of the 

Iron Age?  

Similarities and differences: 

How did tribes differ from the 

Stone Age to the Iron Age? 

Evidence: Why are there 

different end dates for the 

Stone Age? 

 

 

 

 

‘Key Vocab’ is identified in red 
Writing Opportunity 

To write a non-chronological report about life in The Stone Age. 

 


