
Year 3 - Autumn 2 - Geography - Mapping the World 
Composite Knowledge To secure my knowledge, I will… Knowledge Components 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 name and locate counties and 

cities of the United Kingdom, 

geographical regions and their 

identifying human and physical 

characteristics, and land use 

patterns; and understand how 

some of these aspects have 

changed over time.  

 understand geographical 

similarities and differences 

through the study of human and 

physical geography of a region 

of the UK. 

Final Assessment Judgement: 

 

 use maps, atlases and globes to locate counties 

and describe their features. 

 use eight points of a compass to build knowledge 

of the UK and the wider world 

 learn about counties and cities and locate them on 

a map 

 learn about the 9 regions in the UK and locate them 

on a map 

 learn where Stone Age settlements were in relation 

to one another including the region. 

 learn about the geographical similarities and 

differences of human and physical geography in 

the West Midlands. 

 learn about human geography and landmarks in 

the West Midlands. 

 learn about the physical geography in the West 

Midlands and how the 5 areas compare to each 

other. 

 explore land use in the West Midlands and how it 

has changed, if at all.  

 name places to visit in the West Midlands such as 

the Staffordshire Hoard 

 

Fieldwork opportunities – 

 Use the 8 points of a compass to find human 

and physical features around the local area.  

 Distinguish between human and physical 

features from aerial photographs 

 Plot areas on a map being to use the four 

point grid reference  

 

     To know that maps, atlases and globes can help us locate places in the world. 

 To know that the eight compass points  North, North East, East, South East, South, South West, West and North West. 

 To know that a city is a large human settlement 

 To know that a county is a geographical region of a country which can have its own local authority. It is a collection 

of towns, villages and usually a city. 

 To know that there are 27 counties in England. 

 To know that most counties end in –shire (Anglo-Saxon for county) except for a few such as Devon, Essex and Kent. 

 To know that North Yorkshire is famous for its beach holidays so gets a lot of tourism.  

 To know that Derbyshire is famous for limestone so has many quarries.  

 To know that the largest farm and area of agriculture in the UK is situated in Elveden in Norfolk.  

 To know that Hadrian’s Wall is one of the most famous landmarks in the county of Northumberland. 

 To know that the county of Cumbria is home to the Lake District which is an area of significant natural beauty and 

needs to be conserved. 

 To know that region is an area/part of a country or the world, which has definable characteristics but not always 

fixed boundaries. 

 To know that there are 12 regions in the UK and 9 in England – North East, North West, Yorkshire and Humber, East 

Midlands, West Midlands, East of England, South West, South East and London.  

 To know that Star Carr, where a Mesolithic settlement was found, is in the Yorkshire and Humber region.  

 To know that Skara Brae is located in the region of Scotland and this is where Neolithic people built villages. 

 To know that the Yorkshire and Humber region used to be open grassland, but because of the warmer weather, it 

become more of a forestry settlement.  

 To know that the West Midlands region contains the large conurbation that includes Birmingham and 

Wolverhampton and also the mainly rural shire counties of Herefordshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire, Warwickshire 

and Worcestershire. 

 To know that the West Midlands’ central location means that it is well linked to other parts of the country, making it 

one of the most accessible regions for trade and employment.  

 To know that the highest point in the region is Turner’s Hill which is 293m tall from sea level. 

 To know that there are 29 towns/cities in the West Midlands including Stoke-on-Trent and locate these on a map. 

 To know that the longest river in the UK, the River Severn, runs through the region. 

 To know that Staffordshire is home to the Potteries. 

 To know that the region encompasses five Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, the Wye Valley, Shropshire Hills, 

Cannock Chase, Malvern Hills, and parts of the Cotswolds. 

 To know that the region is situated in a predominantly lowland area of sandstones, clays, and underlying coal. 

 To know that the region is mainly made up of villages and towns with the main urban population in and around 

Birmingham (city). 

 To know that the population of Birmingham in 1801 was 84,711 whereas over 200 years later it is 13X larger at 1.07 

million (2011 census). 

 To know that the area fluctuates between the milder and wetter weather of the west and the drier and colder 

conditions of the east. 

 To know that the West Midlands has the second largest amount of green belt land, meaning land is protected from 

being built on. 

 To know that the Peak District National Park stretches into the northern corner of Staffordshire, which is home to 

Flash, the highest village in England. 

 

Examples of disciplinary 

questioning: 

Reaching judgements – How has 

land usage changed in the 

Birmingham and why?   

 
Making claims – What would 

people say are the best things 

about living in the West Midlands? 

 
Arguing responsibly- A housing 

development is planned to be built 

in the rural area of Cumbria. Are 

you for or against the 

development?  

 
Thinking creatively – How could 

Norfolk and London develop more 

efficient trade links? What could 

they trade?  

 
Problem solving – A new UK 

windfarm needs to be built – where 

should it be built?   

‘Key Vocab’ is identified 

in red 

Writing Opportunity 

Write a leaflet for a visitor to the West Midlands.  
 


