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‘Together We Achieve Our Best’ 

Re. Year 3 ‘Welcome Back’ Letter and Overview of Learning – Summer 1 

 
Dear Parents / Carers, 

We hope that each and every one of you enjoyed the Easter break and your child is enjoying the first 
week back at school. 

As we now move through the first half of the summer, we again have a wealth of new and exciting 
learning opportunities that we cannot wait to share with the children.  This term, our learning in many 
areas of the curriculum will focus on ‘The Mayans’, but a more detailed overview of the things that we 
will be learning about can be seen below. 

 
Curriculum Content 

English This half term, we will be delving into the world of chocolate through the story of 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. The children will be writing their very own 
newspaper report about Charlie finding the final golden ticket! They then will be 
exploring the factory further and the many wonders and delights that are hidden 
behind the factory doors. The children will discover the weird and wonderful rooms 
inside that factory and the sugary sweets and treats that are created inside them. 
They then will draft, edit and write their own setting description of one of these 
magical rooms.  

Maths In maths this half term, the children will be learning all about length and perimeter. 
They will be exploring and using different units of measure and putting these to 
practical use. The children will be putting their comparison skills to the test by 
comparing different lengths and then they will be using previously learnt addition 
and subtraction skills to help them add and subtract different lengths. Finally, we 
will be exploring perimeter through shapes and the children will be learning how to 
measure the perimeter of a shape.    

Science We will be continuing to learn all about plants this half term. The children will be 
learning all about pollination, seed dispersal, how plants transport water and how to 
label and name the different parts of a flowering plant. The children will be carrying 
out investigations into how much water plants need to grow and looking into the life 
cycle of flowering plants. They will also be learning how to identify and label the 
different parts of a flower and the importance they play in pollination and the life 
cycle of a plant.  
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History This half term, we will be learning all about the Mayan civilisation. The children will 
learn who the Mayans were and why they moved from place to place to find food. 
They will explore the various Mayan cities and how their city states were split. The 
children will consider how the Mayans demonstrated their wealth and power plus 
how they used their homes to represent this to others. They will learn how trade was 
a key part of Mayan culture and consider their religious beliefs. The children will 
also explore various Mayan inventions. 

Design & 
Technology 

The children will become master potters themselves this half term and will be 
designing and making their very own clay plate. We will be exploring different 
designs from a range of different local potters to help inspire the children to create 
their very own signature pattern. The children will help to improve and develop 
each other’s initial designs through peer critique. They then will incorporate their 
design on a plate that they will make it out of clay. 

Computing We will be learning about what a branching database is and how to create one. The 
children will gain an understanding of what attributes are and how to use them to 
sort different objects by using Yes/No questions. We will then create physical and 
on-screen branching databases and evaluate the effectiveness of them.  

We will then be sequencing sounds in programing through a program called 
‘Scratch’ and we will be building towards making a digital representation of a piano 
on this program.  

Music The children will be learning how to repeat, compare and contrast musical 
traditions from various different cultures and songs. The children will be singing 
and performing songs as a class and in small groups. They will understand and 
explore how music is made whilst learning and using music vocabulary (such as 
pitch, tempo, dynamics and rhythm) to describe and identify comparisons and 
differences in songs.  

Languages In our French lessons this half term, we will be learning how to pronounce and 
identify the names of different countries from across the world in French. We are 
also going to be looking at how to say what we like and what we do not like in 
French. This will be in connection to food, music and hobbies.  

 

Enjoyment for Reading 

As a class, we will be reading ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ by Roald Dahl 
during our ‘Enjoyment for Reading’ sessions. This story is about a young boy who 
longs to see inside the famous factory of Willy Wonka. Charlie’s wishes and 
dreams come true when he finds the last golden ticket in a Wonka bar! Then the 
real adventure begins as Charlie and his Grandpa Joe enter the factory and see 
the wonders held within.  
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PE Lessons 

This half term, Year 3’s PE lessons will take place on a Monday afternoon. The focus of our learning will 
be athletics. The children will be using running, jumping, throwing and catching, and begin to become 
aware of personal challenge and personal best. The children will also continue to focus on their team 
building skills and sportsmanship, and they will have plenty of opportunities to build their overall 
fitness whilst reflecting on their own and others’ performances.  

On a Monday, children will therefore be required to come to school wearing their PE kit. Full details of 
the kit that they are expected to wear is detailed below, as per our uniform policy. 

Your child’s PE kit should only include the following items of clothing: a plain white cotton t-shirt or Milton 
Primary Academy PE shirt, plain black or navy shorts or jogging bottoms, a plain black or navy tracksuit 
top or jumper, and black or white socks. Branding, logos or other images should not be visible on any 
items of PE clothing.  

Please note that if your child does not have a plain black or navy tracksuit top or jumper to wear, they 
should wear their school jumper instead. This ensures that our P.E kit is accessible to all. 

Half-Termly Homework Projects 

In addition to weekly homework tasks which are set each Friday and should be returned the following 
Wednesday, your child should complete two of the half-termly projects listed below. These can be 
given in at any point during the half term.  

Of the activities listed below, children should complete one blue activity and one red activity.  

• To research the life and times of the Mayans 
• To create a timeline showing where the Mayans appeared in history 
• To research the Mayan writing system  
• To create a Mayan mask 
• To make a model of a Mayan home 
• To draw and label a Mayan market scene 

Kind regards, 

Miss Wilson, Miss Durber and Miss Weston 

Year 3 Class Teachers 

 


