
Year 3 - Spring 1 - History – Study of local history – The Potteries 

Composite Knowledge To secure my knowledge, I will… Knowledge I need to know and remember 

Pupils should be taught 

about:  

 a chronologically secure 

knowledge and 

understanding of British, 

local and world history   

 Sequence key events throughout the industrialisation of pottery. 

 Use language such as before, after and during to describe the chronology 

of this time period. 

 Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. 

 Compare the similarities and differences between the potteries industry 

in the 1700s and 1800s to the pottery industry today –Emma Bridgewater  

 Evaluate the key achievements of Josiah Wedgwood, Josiah Spode and 

James Brindley. 

 Evaluate the impact of the Trent and Mersey canal on the growth of the 

pottery industry in Stoke-on-Trent? 

 Ask and answer questions about a range of sources. 

 Use other sources to evaluate knowledge learnt and understand the 

importance of events. 

 Evaluate the impact that canals had on the growth of the city’s pottery 

industry. 

 Recall the natural supplies of Stoke-on-Trent that led it to becoming a 

leading area for pottery production. 

 Explain how Stoke-on-Trent’s natural resources made it a successful city 

to produce pottery. 

 Describe the pottery making process. 

 Explore the negative effects of the pottery industry on the people of 

Stoke-on-Trent. 

 Explain the causes for the reduction in the number of bottle kilns in the 

city. 

Examples of sources  

 Spartacus Educational – Primary sources for Josiah Wedgwood 
(primary source – text and images) 

 Mint Wiki – Josiah Wedgwood (secondary source – video) 

 Canal Mania – Spartacus Educational (primary source – text and 

images) 

 Elizabeth Ashworth – James Brindley (secondary source - text) 

 The conversation – Air pollution in Victorian Britain (primary source 

– text) 

 Nelson’s Column during The Great Smog of 1952 (primary source – 

text) 

 

 To know that Stoke-on-Trent is often referred to as ‘The Potteries’ due to its history of making 

goods out of clay. 

 To know that Stoke-on-Trent is made up of the six towns (Stoke, Longton, Fenton, Hanley, Tunstall and 

Burslem). 

 To know that the production of pottery was so prevalent in Stoke-on-Trent due to the land’s supply of 

clay, salt, lead and coal. 

 To know that the three main types of pottery are earthenware, porcelain and stoneware.   

 To know that during the time of Josiah Wedgwood, the pottery industry was changing from cottage-

based to factory-based. 

 To know that in AD 1769, Josiah Wedgwood built one of Britain’s first large factories in Etruria near his 

birthplace of Burslem. 

 To know that he was seen as leading the industrialisation of pottery manufacturing. 

 To know that Josiah Wedgwood was also a pioneer for anti-slavery. 

 To know that Josiah Spode was the son of a pauper from Stoke-on-Trent and, after working for local 

potters, set up his own pottery business in AD 1776. 

 To know that Josiah Spode developed a material to make quality bone china which potters still use 

today. 

 To know that in the big factories, pottery was often made through the process of jiggering, slip casting, 

glazing and firing in bottle kilns. 

 To know that items for firing were placed in saggars. 

 To know that a bottle kiln was made of two main parts: the hovel and the crown. 

 To know that Josiah Wedgwood commissioned James Brindley to build the Trent and Mersey Canal 

(earlier known as the Grand Trunk Canal) which was completed in AD 1777.  

 To know  

 To know that the Trent and Mersey canal meant that china clay could be transported from Cornwall and 

finished ware was transported out of the city smoothly with less breakages.  

 To know that by approximately AD 1800, Stoke-On-Trent was at the centre of pottery production for the 

world. 

 To know of other famous pottery companies that originated in Stoke-on-Trent (e.g. Emma Bridgewater, 

Moorcroft and Royal Doulton) and to recognise their signature designs.  

 To know that children (from around the age of 8) often worked long hours in poor conditions in the 

factories up until approximately AD 1870. 

 To know children in Stoke would work in coal mines, cotton mills and pottery factories. 

 To know that children often worked long hours in poor conditions.   

 To know Samuel Scriven decided that working conditions were not good for children and introduced 

new laws to make sure children were kept safe whilst at work. 

 To know that due to the number of bottle kilns, Stoke-on-Trent had high levels of air pollution and 

smog.  

 To know that many potters became poorly from ‘potter’s rot’: a disease of the lungs caused by years of 

inhaling silica. 

 To know the Great Smog of London in 1952 was the cause of the Clean Air Act. Over 4,000 people died 

as a result of smog created by the factories.  

 To know that the Clean Air Act in AD 1956 meant that coal-fired bottle ovens were no longer allowed 

which improved the city’s air quality. 

 To know that there were once approximately 4,000 bottle kilns in Stoke-on-Trent and due to the Clean 

Air Act there are now only 47 still standing today.  

 To know that some of the pottery producers are still running today, including Spode, Wedgwood and 

Gladstone alongside more modern companies like Emma Bridgewater  
 

 

Examples of disciplinary 

questioning:  

Chronology: In what order 

were the key events, from the 

growth of the pottery 

industry to where we are 

today? 

Change: What changed in 

the city of Stoke-on-Trent due 

to the industrialisation of the 

pottery industry? 

Cause: What was the cause 

of the Clean Air Act in AD 

1956?  

Significance: How 

significant was Josiah 

Wedgwood to the Potteries? 

Similarities and 

differences: What is similar 

and what is different about 

the pottery industry in the 17-

1800s compared to today? 

Evidence: How do we know 

what working life was like on 

a pot bank? Can we rely on 

this evidence? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Key Vocab’ is identified in 

red 

Writing Opportunity 

Write an informational leaflet about the history of the Potteries  
 


