
Year 3 - Spring 2 - Geography – Fairtrade 
Composite Knowledge To secure my knowledge, I will… Knowledge Components 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 identify the position and 

significance of latitude, 

longitude, Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, the Tropics of 

cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 

and Antarctic Circle and the 

Prime/Greenwich Meridian 

and time zones (inc day and 

night). 

 human geography, including: 

types of settlement and land 

use, economic activity 

including trade links, and the 

distribution of natural 

resources including energy, 

food, minerals and water 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping to 

locate countries and desfibe 

features studied. 

 Use the 8 points of a compass. 

 

Final Assessment 

Judgement: 

 

 

Examples of disciplinary 

questioning: 

Reaching judgements – How 

can the UK raise the amount of 

food that is being eaten which 

is grown in the UK? 

 
Making claims – Discuss and 

debate how important 

Fairtrade is 

 
Arguing responsibly- We 

should only choose to buy 

Fairtrade products – do you 

agree? 

 
Thinking creatively – How 

can a country sell more of their 

produce around the world?  

 
Problem solving – How can 

we make a difference to people 

around the world and our 

planet? 

Physical geography: 

 understand the importance of trade and 

Fairtrade 

 distinguish between exports and imports and 

the purpose of importing and exporting. 

 discover where food comes from that is 

imported and label on a map 

 use a map to label where the UK exports good 

to 

 describe and understand aspects of physical 

geography of the UK that determines what we 

export 

 discuss how natural resources and climate 

determine where our food comes from 

 understand which factors can dictate where 

food can be grown.  

 identify areas across the world where 

different foods can be grown.  

 explore the process of how cocoa beans are 

harvested and how they are exported abroad.  

 explain why rainforests have a suitable 

climate for growing different food types.  

 explore the reasons as to why there is less 

rainforest now than in the past.  

Human geography: 

 discuss how trade connects different 

countries and their populations 

 discuss the role of workers in different 

countries along the supply chain 

 compare the wealth level and level of 

development in different countries 

 discuss how global trade affects the lives of 

workers in less economically developed 

countries 

 explore how our food choices can improve 

the planet and lives of people around the 

world. 
 

Fieldwork opportunities – 

 Map trade routes across the world and 

indicate how produce is exported and 

imported.  

 present data related to global trade in a table 

and graph form and draw conclusions. 

 present climate data to compare the UK to a 

Fairtrade country. 

Trade 

 To know that trade is an important way to make sure that natural resources are shared around the world such as food, oil, minerals. 

 To know that some countries cannot grow certain foods, extract certain minerals or energy so by trading with countries who have too much means they can 

share their resources with other parts of the world, such as bananas, oil and cocoa.  

 To know that there are many things that we enjoy as a result of trade links with other countries in the world, this is global trade (or international trade). 

 To know that the movement of goods into the UK is called importing and the UK sending goods out of the country is called exporting.  

 To know that physical geography is how a country is made up, i.e. climate, vegetation, and this determines what foods can or cannot be grown there.  

 To know that there are three stages to the global supply chain: 

– Primary: extracting raw materials such as farming, mining, fishing and forestry. 

           -Secondary: Turning raw materials into other products, e.g. wood into furniture, tin into mobile phones, fish into fish fingers    

           and this is called manufacturing.   

           -Tertiary: Services as provided to businesses and other customers, e.g. shops selling a brand.  

 To know that trading has changed through history because of improved transportation.  

 To know that the main transportation for trading across the world are cargo ship, aeroplane, trains and lorry. Travelling by air is the fastest, but travelling by 

rail is the most economical.  

 

Fairtrade 

 To know that Fairtrade is an arrangement which aims to ensure that farmers get a fair price for their goods. 

 To know that Fairtrade started in 1946 by founder Edna Ruth Byler, an American businesswoman.  

 To know that organisations such as the Fairtrade Foundation, World Fairtrade Organisation and Oxfam promote Fairtrade, and many popular supermarkets 

stock their products. 

 To know that ‘unfair’ trade is when farmers receive very low income and have poor conditions while the companies that sell their products make lots of 

money.  

 To know that many items we enjoy can be Fairtrade but this often means it costs more to buy, e.g, chocolate.  

 To know that buying Fairtrade items helps support those who are in poorer countries. The farmers use the extra money to develop their communities’ and 

protect their farms. They can buy medicine and food for their families and they do not have to work longer hours.  

 To know that Fairtrade has encouraged many farmers to farm in a more sustainable and environmentally friendly way, using fewer chemicals and effective 

irrigation. 

 To know that Fairtrade supports 1.7 million farmers and farm workers in 71 countries. 

 To know that Fairtrade creates jobs for local people meaning that the government can use taxes to improve schools and hospitals in those countries.  

 To know that the Fairtrade countries are mainly located by the equator such as Argentina, Ghana, Kenya, South Africa, Columbia, Guatemala because of 

their climate. 

 

Climate 

 To know that climate is worked out over many years by looking at the weather.  

 To know that the UK has a temperate climate which means it has cold, wet winters and warm, wet summers.  

 To know that tropical climates are located by the equator and have hot, humid wet weather all year round. It rains all year.  

 To know that because of climate change, the planet is getting hotter. Tropical countries are experiencing more floods, droughts and storms and the UK is 

experiencing hotter summers and warmer winters.  

 To know that more floods mean plants are dying and crops are destroyed. This means that because of climate change, people living in poorer countries may 

not have as much money so may suffer from poverty. However, Fairtrade protects these farmers. 

 To know that rainforests once covered 14% of the Earth’s surface but now they only cover 2%.  

 To know that by choosing Fairtrade, we can change the lives of people around the world and also the planet, e.g. Fairtrade clothing, recycling/reusing 

rubbish, growing organically etc.  

 

Imported goods 

 To know that goods such as bananas, cocoa, coffee, cotton, flowers, nuts, sugar, tea, vanilla and wine are imported to the UK. 

 To know that oranges are exported from Brazil, coconuts from Indonesia; rice and watermelons from China plus mangoes and bananas from India.  

 To know that chocolate comes from the cocoa plant which grows in tropical countries. Cocoa is difficult to grow but Fairtrade is making it more sustainable. 

4 million tonnes of cocoa beans are produced each year. The sheltered rainforests protect the cocoa pods from too much wind and sun. 

 To know that bananas need lots of sun to grow which means that they cannot grow in England. The UK imports around 1.15 million tonnes of bananas every 

year. 

 To know that coffee comes from a plant which grows between the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. The UK drinks on average 70 million cups of coffee a 

day! Coffee is high demand to be imported. 

 

Exported goods 

 To know that because of the climate in the UK, we do not export many food products.  

 To know that foods such as apples, pears, peaches, plums and strawberries grow in the UK.  

 To know that the UK exports to approximately 160 nations.  

 To know that the top UK exports are: cars, medicine, mechanical tools, crude oil, aircrafts, refined oil, scientific instruments and electrical goods.  

‘Key Vocab’ is identified in 

red 

Writing Opportunity 

To advertise a Fairtrade fundraiser in school. 
 


