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‘Together We Achieve Our Best’ 

Re. Year 4 ‘Welcome Back’ Letter and Overview of Learning – Summer 1 

 
Dear Parents / Carers, 

We hope that each and every one of you enjoyed the Easter break and your child is enjoying the first 
week back at school. 

As we now move through the first half of the summer, we again have a wealth of new and exciting 
learning opportunities that we cannot wait to share with the children.  This term, our learning in many 
areas of the curriculum will focus on the Vikings, but a more detailed overview of the things that we will 
be learning about can be seen below. 

 
Curriculum Content 

English Our first piece of writing this half term will be a newspaper report based on a 
natural disaster consolidating our learning from spring 2. The children will need to 
use the knowledge that they learnt previously around natural disasters to engage 
and inform a reader. We will then look at a short clip titled ‘Dream’ and create a 
first-person narrative flashback. Throughout these pieces, we will be using a variety 
of skills we have developed during Year 4 including fronted adverbials, a range of 
sentence types and direct speech.  

Maths This half term, we will begin by looking at tenths and hundredths as decimals on 
both a place value grid and on a number line. We will then be looking at money and 
how to add and subtract different amounts, as well as calculating change. Finally, we 
will be moving on to time, focusing on converting analogue time to digital time and 
vice versa.   
 
We will also be reinforcing our times table knowledge as much as possible. The 
multiplication check will be completed during the month of June and to help your 
child at home, please encourage your child to access Times Table Rockstars as 
much as possible.   

Science Our focus in science will centre around the effective use of electricity. The children 
will identify common appliances that run on electricity and begin to learn about the 
simple series circuits that allow them to use electricity. By testing and 
hypothesising, the children will explore how circuits are made, why they work and 
how components such as lightbulbs can be added to a circuit. To ensure that 
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children are knowledgeable about safety when working with circuits, we will also 
look to identify and understand what makes good conductors and insulators. 

History Our history project for this half term will look at the Vikings. We will be looking at 
how and why the Vikings invaded Britain and the relationship between the Vikings 
and the Anglo-Saxons. We will also be looking at the key figures in the Viking era 
and how the monarchs ruled Britain. At the end of the project, the children will learn 
about how the Vikings did not have a strong enough hold over Britain and how this 
contributed to the downfall of the Viking rule.  

Art  During art this half term we will be looking at the artist Antoni Gaudi. Our aim is to 
create a collage in his style using a variety of media. We will research his style of art 
work before exploring different media we could use to create our own collage. We 
will use peer critique to improve our designs before creating a final piece.  

Computing In computing this half term we will be looking at changing the position and direction 
of shapes using a variety of software. We will explore a range of programs to 
discover ways to change a shape. We will also be given set tasks to challenge our 
abilities and to demonstrate our new skills.  

Music This half term we will be looking at the piece of music - ‘Wonderwall’. Using 
Charanga, we will be learning to repeat, compare and contrast popular music to 
appraise and perform. The children will start by listening to the song and choosing 
parts to perform using their voices and a range of instruments. 

Languages This half term in French we will be looking at describing people. We will be 
focusing on key phrases used to describe what people are like, their hair, how 
everyone is different and what they are wearing. The children will also recap the 
use of different verbs and nouns used to create sentences which will include 
descriptions of what people look like. 

 

Enjoyment for Reading 

In Year 4 we will be reading ‘My Cousin is a Time Traveller’ by David Solomons 
during our ‘Enjoyment for Reading’ sessions. This story is about Luke's big brother, 
Zack, who is a superhero, whose alter ego, Star Lad, frequently saves the world 
from supervillains and alien overlords. Envious of his brother's abilities, Luke is 
flabbergasted when Zack announces that he intends to renounce his superhero 
status, relinquishing his powers to become a regular boy. 

PE Lessons 

This half term, Year 4’s PE lessons will take place on a Monday afternoon. The focus of our learning will 
be games and dance. With Mr Slinn and Mrs Bew, we will be focusing on different styles of dance and 
building up our own routines to perform to each other. During our lessons with Mr White, we will be 
looking at basketball, football and hockey. We will be looking at a range of skills in each of these 
sports and building up our skills into matches.  

On a Monday children will therefore be required to come to school wearing their PE kit. Full details of 
the kit that they are expected to wear is detailed below, as per our uniform policy. 
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Your child’s PE kit should only include the following items of clothing: a plain white cotton t-shirt or Milton 
Primary Academy PE shirt, plain black or navy shorts or jogging bottoms, a plain black or navy tracksuit 
top or jumper, and black or white socks. Branding, logos or other images should not be visible on any 
items of PE clothing.  

Please note that if your child does not have a plain black or navy tracksuit top or jumper to wear, they 
should wear their school jumper instead. This ensures that our P.E kit is accessible to all. 

Half-Termly Homework Projects 

In addition to weekly homework tasks which are set each Friday and should be returned the following 
Wednesday, your child should complete two of the half-termly projects listed below. These can be 
given in at any point during the half term.  

Of the activities listed below, children should complete one blue activity and one red activity.  

• Activity 1- Describe the Viking siege of Lindisfarne.  
• Activity 2 - Research what Vikings used to eat and create a recipe book.  
• Activity 3 – Write a report as to whether you think the Viking invasion of Britain was successful 

and why. 
• Activity 4 – Create a replica of a Viking long ship.  
• Activity 5 - Using recycled materials create a mini Viking village. 
• Activity 6 - Create a poster demonstrating your new knowledge about the Vikings. 

 

Kind regards, 

Miss Rowe and Miss Smith. 

Year 4 Class Teachers 

 


