
Year 4 – Summer 1 - History – Vikings 
Composite Knowledge To secure my knowledge, I will… Knowledge I need to know and remember 

Pupils should be taught 

about:  

the Viking and Anglo-

Saxon struggle for the 

Kingdom of England to the 

time of Edward the 

Confessor including: 

 Viking raids and invasion 

 resistance by Alfred the 

Great and Athelstan, first 

king of England 

 further Viking invasions 

and Danegeld 

 Anglo-Saxon laws and 

justice 

 Edward the Confessor 

and his death in 1066  

 Identify the main dates linked to the Viking 

invasions.  

 Research the reasons for the Vikings invading 

Britain.  

 Identify reasons as to why Britain was a good 

place to raid and invade.  

 Explore Viking transport and appraise its use.  

 Discuss the relationship between Anglo-Saxon 

settlers and Viking invaders including 

resistance from Alfred the Great and Athelstan.  

 Research further Viking invasions and the use of 

Danegold.  

 Justify Saxon law and decide on its 

effectiveness. 

 Identify key figures who were involved in Saxon 

and Viking unrest.  

 Explore the reasons as to why there was so 

much unrest in Britain.  

 Plot the downfall of Viking and Saxon rule 

including the death of Edward the Confessor.   

Examples of sources 

 Anglo-Saxon Chronicles – 

https://www.vikingeskibsmuseet.dk/en/ 

professions/education/the-

longships/the-historical-sources/the-

anglo-saxon-chronicle (Primary 

source) 

 Gokstad ship -

https://penelope.uchicago.edu/~grout/ 

encyclopaedia_romana/britannia/anglo-

saxon/maldon/gokstad.html (Primary 

and secondary source) 

 To know that the Viking age in European history was born from about AD700 to AD1100.  
 To know that the people of Britain called the invaders 'Danes', but they came from Norway and Sweden as well as Denmark. 

 To know that the name 'Viking' comes from a language called 'Old Norse' and means ‘a pirate raid’.  

 To know that many Vikings left their homelands in Scandinavia and travelled by longboat to other countries, like Britain and Ireland. 

 To know that when the people of Britain first saw the Viking longboats they came down to the shore to welcome them. However, the Vikings 

fought the local people, stealing from churches and burning buildings to the ground. 

 To know that Christian monasteries in Britain were easy targets for the Vikings as the monks had no weapons and the buildings were filled with 

valuable treasures, like gold, jewels and books. 

 To know that the Vikings were pagans, not Christians like most people living in Britain at the time. 

 To know that people who went off raiding in ships were said to be 'going Viking'. But not all the Vikings were bloodthirsty warriors. 

 To know that some Vikings came to fight, but others came peacefully, to settle. They were farmers, and kept animals and grew crops.  

 To know that the Vikings were skillful at crafting, and made beautiful metalwork and wooden carvings. 

 To know that Vikings sailed the seas trading goods to buy silver, silks, spices, wine, jewellery, glass and pottery to bring back to their homes. 

 To know that Vikings sailed close to the coast whenever possible, watching for land marks. 

 To know that out of sight of land, they looked for the sun: west (towards the sunset) meant they were headed for England; east (towards the 

sunrise) meant home to Denmark or Norway. 

 To know that wood rots and metal rusts away after a thousand years or more in the ground, but some remains show what Viking ships were like. 

 To know that an example of an archaeological dig unearthed the Gokstad ship which was 23 metres long (and still intact). It was big enough for 32 

oarsmen and had 16 oars on each side. 

 To know that Viking longships had a dragon’s head at the front. Mythology tells us they believed the dragon was a symbol of greed and 

destruction. 

 To know that the first Viking raid recorded in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle was around AD787. It was the start of a fierce struggle between the 

Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings. 

 To know that in AD865 an army of Vikings sailed across the North Sea and by AD874 the Vikings had conquered almost all of the kingdoms except 

for Wessex which was ruled by King Alfred the Great. Alfred the Great beat the Vikings but could not drive them out of Britain. 

 To know that Alfred and the Vikings reached a peace agreement for many years and a line was drawn from London to Chester where the Vikings 

(Danelaw) owned the east and the Saxons owned the west. 

 To know that Saxon kings made the laws and they were designed to be harsh enough that people would not commit crime. There were no prisons 

so punishments such as branding, drowning, stoning and the use of the stocks were common. 

 To know that Werigild was a payment system used by Anglo-Saxon kings to settle disputes between families. Werigild would be paid if someone 

was killed and the amount paid was dependent upon how important that person was. 

 To know that in AD954, the Anglo-Saxons drove out Eric Bloodaxe, the last Viking king of Jorvik. Later, when Eric was killed in battle, the Vikings 

agreed to be ruled by England's king, Athelstan. 

 In 937 Athelstan's kingdom, which combined both Wessex and Mercia, came under attack from a combined force of Scots, Irish and Vikings. 

Athelstan won a decisive victory at the Battle of Brunanburgh - one of the bloodiest battles in English history. Thereafter Athelstan focused on 

building the strength of the kingdom. 

 To know that the Saxon King Ethelred tried to stop the Vikings from invading by giving them gold and land. This money was called Danegeld. But 

it didn’t work – the Vikings took the gold and attacked anyway. 

 To know that in AD1002, Ethelred's soldiers killed many Viking families in the Danelaw. This made King Sweyn of Denmark angry. He invaded 

England and Ethelred had to flee to France. 

 To know that in AD1016 Sweyn's son Cnut became king of England. Cnut (also known as Canute) was a Christian and a strong ruler. For the next 

few years England was part of his Viking empire, along with Denmark and Norway 

 To know that in AD1042 there was a new king of England. He was Edward, son of Ethelred the Unready.  

  To know that in 1066, England was invaded twice. First, a Norwegian army led by Harald Hardrada landed in the north. Harold killed Hardrada in 

a battle at Stamford Bridge in Yorkshire. This was the end of the Anglo-Saxon and Viking rule.  

 

Examples of disciplinary 

questioning: 

 

Chronology: Which King 

had the longest reign?  
Change: How did Britain 

change once the Vikings 

had invaded? 
Cause: What was the 

cause of the change of rule 

under Ethelred? 
Significance: How 

significant was Athelstan 

compared to previous 

Saxon kings? 
Similarities and 

differences:  How similar 

was the peace between 

Saxons and Vikings under 

the rule of Alfred and 

Athelstan? 
Evidence: What does the 

Gokstad ship tell us about 

Viking travel? 
 

 

‘Key Vocabulary’ is 

identified in red 

Writing Opportunity 

Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of rule under Saxon and Viking leadership.  
 

https://www.vikingeskibsmuseet.dk/en/

