
Year 5 - Spring 1 - History – The Shang Dynasty 

Composite 

Knowledge 
To secure my knowledge, I will… 

Knowledge I need to know and remember 

Pupils should be 

taught about:  

 the 

achievements of 

the earliest 

civilizations – an 

overview of where 

and when the first 

civilizations 

appeared and a 

depth study of the 

Shang Dynasty 

 Identify when the civilisation existed and which other civilisations existed at the 

same time. 

 Sequence key events throughout the Shang Dynasty’s existence.  

 Use language such as before, after and during to describe the chronology of 

this time period.   

 Compare the similarities and differences between the different dynasties and 

how each dynasty was ruled. 

 Evaluate the key achievements of significant figures King Tang, Tang Cheng, 

King Wu Ding and Fu Hao. 

 Evaluate the influence that the gods and ancestors had on the way the 

civilisation existed.  

 Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. 

 Ask and answer questions about a range of sources. 

 Use other sources to evaluate knowledge learnt and understand the importance 

of events. 

 Explain the social hierarchy of the civilisation and the role and life of each 

group within it.  

 Explore how we know what we know today about the civilisation.  

 Recall the civilisations main materials that they worked with.  

 Explain why the Shang were so successful in war and evaluate the importance 

of this to their existence.  

 Recall facts about their buildings and clothing.  

 

Examples of sources  

 The Tomb of Mystery primary source - images) 

 Resources for History Teachers – Technologies and Inventions of 

Ancient (primary source - text and images) 

 Chinahttp://afe.easia.columbia.edu/main_pop/ps/ps_china.htmPrimary 

Sources with DBQs—CHINA (primary source - text and images) 

 ORACLE - BONE INSCRIPTIONS OF THE LATE SHANG DYNASTY 

(primary source - text) 

 

 To know that The Shang Dynasty was a time of rule in China under the Shang Family which began 

in approximately 1600BC.  

 To know that the existence of the civilisation was discovered in AD 1928 by a team of archaeologists; they 

found foundations of an ancient royal city in Xiaotun. 

 To know that the first Shang King was Tang. Tang Cheng who came into power by gaining the support of 

40 kingdoms after they had been mistreated by the last king of Xia. 

 To know that the only evidence of the Xia ruling before the Shang Dynasty are Chinese texts written over 

2,000 years ago and so their existence is not definite.  

 To know that women were not allowed to succeed the throne; kingship passed from brother to brother or 

son. 

 To know that the civilisation settled by the Yellow River to use the fertile land for farming.   

 To know the Yellow River was unpredictable and prone to flooding. There was a constant battle to keep 

back the waters of the river during times of flooding.  

 To know that Yin Xu (ruins of the Yin) was the largest and last city of the settlement.  

 To know that their capital city moved around due to messages of warning about natural disasters, 

diseases and crop failures that the kings believed they received from the gods.  

 To know that during the Shang’s rule, there was a social hierarchy. The king was at the top of the 

hierarchy followed by nobles, warriors, artisans, farmers and then slaves at the bottom. 

 To know that the royal family lived in luxurious palaces inside the walled cities.  

 To know that priests and government officials helped the king to run the kingdom, completing tasks such 

as recording strategies for war, names of people who committed crimes and tribute payments; they were 

scribes and wrote on bamboo using ink and a brush. 

 To know that while people of higher status wore silk tunics and jackets tied with sashes, peasants wore 

simple, plain clothes made of hemp. 

 To know that most Shang buildings were made of wood and clay with thatched rooves. 

 To know that peasants lived in pits dug in the ground with a roof made of natural materials.  

 To know that craftsmen and merchants used Cowrie shells as currency.  

 To know Chinese people used to grind down ancient animal bones to make traditional medicines. 

 To know that jade, bronze, pottery, bone, stone and ivory were craftsmen’s key resources. 

 To know that King Wu Ding ruled the dynasty at its peak. 

 To know that King Wu Ding’s wife (Fu Hao) was a warrior and oracle caster and he gave her control over 

the borders of his kingdom.   

 To know that archaeologists found her tomb in AD 1976 containing over 2,000 artefacts.  

 To know that the Shang Dynasty had large, powerful armies consisting of noblemen and peasants as foot 

soldiers.  

 To know that their advantages in battle were their use of bronze for making spear tips, axe heads and 

shields plus their use of horse-drawn chariots.  

 To know that the king was believed to be the closest human to the gods and that he could contact the 

supreme god Shangdi. 

 To know that they were polytheistic and contacted their gods through the ancestors.  

 To know the Shang were the first Chinese to develop writing. They used pictographs, characters which 

could convey more than one meaning. 

  To know the Shang year of 360 days was comprised of 12 months of 30 days. It was based on the lunar 

month and the solar year. An additional month was added when necessary. 

 To know that oracle bones were pieces of animal bone or shell that were carved or inked to ask questions 

to the gods and these are evidence of China’s earliest form of writing. 

 To know that due to the cruelty and high taxes of the final king - Di Xin - slaves revolted against the Shang 

Dynasty and their rule ended in 1,046BC.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples of 

disciplinary 

questioning:  
Chronology: In 

what order were 

the key events, 

from the rise to the 

fall of the Shang 

Dynasty? 
Change: How did 

the treatment of the 

people change 

from the first Shang 

ruler to the last? 
Cause: What 

caused the capital 

city to move around 

frequently? 
Significance: How 

significant was Fu 

Hao to the Shang 

dynasty? 
Similarities and 

differences: What 

are the similarities 

and differences 

between the Shang 

civilisation and the 

Ancient Egyptian 

civilisation?  
Evidence: Do we 

have sufficient 

evidence today to 

tell us everything 

about the Shang 

civilisation? 

 

 

 

 

‘Key Vocab’ is 

identified in red 

Writing Opportunity 

Write a report comparing the lives of the Shang civilisation to the Ancient Egyptian civilisation  
 


