
Year 5 – Summer 1 - History – Ancient Greece  
Composite Knowledge To secure my knowledge, I will… Knowledge Components 

Pupils should be taught:  

 to continue to develop a chronologically 

secure knowledge and understanding of 

British, local and world history, establishing 

clear narratives within and across the 

periods they study. 

 To note connections, contrasts and trends 

over time and develop the appropriate use 

of historical terms. To regularly address and 

sometimes devise historically valid 

questions about change, cause, similarity 

and difference, and significance. 

 the achievements of the earliest 

civilizations: Ancient Greece – a study of 

Greek life and achievements and their 

influence on the western world 

 

Final Assessment     

Judgement: 

 Place Ancient Greece on a timeline alongside other 

civilisations 

 Place the key Ancient Greek periods and events on a 

timeline  

 Explain Ancient Greek beliefs and how it affected 

their daily lives  

 Recall the pastimes of the Ancient Greeks and why 

they placed such importance on these  

 Explain how Ancient Greece was governed and how 

their introduction of democracy impacted the world 

 Explain that philosophy was such a big part of Greek 

culture and how their interest in learning impacted 

the world  

 Explain how key rulers, such as Alexander the Great, 

helped the civilisation grow  

 Explain how the Greek empire helped their culture 

and advancements to spread across the world 

 Explain what caused the decline and demise of the 

civilisation  

 Appraise a variety of sources to learn more about the 

historic events of Ancient Greece   

 

 Examples of sources 

 Stories of rulers and people’s perception of 

Greece - https://eudocs.lib.byu.edu/index.php/ 
History_of_Greece:_Primary_Documents 

(Primary and secondary sources) 

 

 Greek vases linked to the Olympics - 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-h-4645-

greek-vase-olympic-photo-pack (Primary 

source) 

 

 

 To know that the Ancient Greece civilisation existed at the same time as the Iron Age, Shang Dynasty, 

the Ancient Egyptians, the Mayans and the Roman Empire. 

 To know that Ancient Greece had 4 periods: The Greek Dark Ages (up to 800BC), The Archaic Period 

(800-500BC), The Classical Period (500-300BC) and the Hellenistic Period (300BC-31BC). 

 To know that The Greek Dark Ages was a time period when the Dorians ruled the people who lived 

scattered across the Greek peninsula.  

 To know that the reason we know so little about this period in history is that the Dorians did not have a 

written language. 

 To know that during the Greek dark ages, some people earned a living with their storytelling skills.  

 To know that the Ancient Greeks’ beliefs were polytheistic, worshipping many gods and believing in 

other lesser supernatural beings. 

 To know that the most powerful 12 gods lived on the top of Mount Olympus; Zeus was the most 

powerful of all the gods. 

 To know that some powerful gods, such as Hades god of the underworld, did not live there. 

 To know that each god ruled over a different area of life.  

 To know that the Parthenon, temple to Athena, was built in Athens in 432BC and is one of the most 

famous surviving structures from Ancient Greece.  

 To know that Greek government began to form in the Archaic period with the rise of city-states such 

as Athens and Sparta. 

 To know that sport (boxing, weightlifting, wrestling, running, chariot racing, pentathlon) was a 

popular pastime in Ancient Greek culture as they believed the gods were pleased by people staying 

fit and healthy,  

 To know that the first Olympic Games, in honour of the god Zeus, took place in Greece in 776BC at the 

start of the Archaic Period. 

 To know that some evidence of these sports come from artefacts such as painted pottery.  

 To know that democracy was introduced into Athens towards the end of the Archaic Period in which 

people’s opinions were heard and debated before being voted upon by “The Father of Athenian 

Democracy”; however, who could vote was still limited.  

 To know that this was the first known democracy in the world.  

 To know that theatre and literature became a popular pastime and form of entertainment during the 

Classical Period. 

 To know that they performed comedy and tragedy plays in open-air theatrons. 

 To know that Athens and Sparta went to war for 27 years in the Peloponnesian Wars and Sparta 

conquered Athens in 404BC. 

 To know that philosophy was a big part of Ancient Greek culture and they made huge advancements 

in maths and science. 

 To know that Greek philosopher, Plato (student of Socrates) founded the first institution of higher 

learning in the Western World in 386BC. 

 To know that before becoming king, Alexander the Great was tutored by famous philosopher, 

scientist and mathematician – Aristotle. 

 To know that in BC336 Alexander the Great became King and ruled for 13 years. 

 To know that Alexander the Great conquered many lands which formed an empire which stretched 

from Macedonia to Egypt and from Greece to part of India.  

 To know that when Alexander the Great died, the Hellenistic period began and this was the when the 

civilisation began its demise. 

 To know that during this period, the Greek culture spread due to the empire Alexander the Great had 

built.  

 To know that in 146BC, the Romans conquered the Greeks and it became part of the Roman Empire. 

 To know that the Romans defeated Egypt in 31BC and this ended the Hellenistic Period.  

 

 

 

Examples of disciplinary questioning: 

 

Chronology: How did the civilisation 

change through each period? 
 

Change: How have beliefs in Greece 

changed from their ancient civilisation 

to today?   
 

Cause: What was the biggest cause of 

the expansion of the Ancient Greek 

civilisation and the spread of their 

culture?  
 

Significance: How significant was 

Alexander the Great to the civilisation? 
  

Similarities and differences: What 

were the similarities and differences 

between Ancient Greek Governance 

and modern day British Governance?   
 

Evidence: What evidence has helped 

us to know more about Ancient Greek 

sport and their Olympic Games?  

 

‘Key Vocab’ is identified in 

red 

Short Writing Opportunity 

A non-chronological fact file about Ancient Greek beliefs   
 

https://eudocs.lib.byu.edu/index.php/
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-h-4645-greek-vase-olympic-photo-pack
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-h-4645-greek-vase-olympic-photo-pack

