
Year 6 - Autumn 1 - History - Early Islamic Civilisations 

Composite Knowledge To secure my knowledge, I will… Knowledge I need to know and remember 
Pupils should be taught 

about:  

 a non-European society that 

provides contrasts with 

British history – early Islamic 

civilization, including a study 

of Baghdad c. AD 900 

 Explain where the early Islamic civilisation fits on a 

timeline.  

 Map out the key events of the early Islamic 

civilisation. 

 Describe beliefs including: who Muhammad is; how 

caliphate came to be formed; and explain the roles 

and responsibilities of a caliph.  

 Find out about Baghdad’s role in the early Islamic 

civilisation and the beginning of the settlement.  

 Explore how the House of Wisdom became a centre 

for learning using artefacts.  

 Using artefacts, explain some of the significant 

inventions, discoveries and studies which were led by 

early Islamic scholars and evaluate the impact they 

made on the wider world.  

 Make connections between previous topics and 

discuss the impact of the early Islamic civilisation 

culture in comparison with British history (Anglo-

Saxons and Vikings).   

 Investigate why the early Islamic civilisation became 

a major power and discuss confidently the Silk Road 

trade route.  

 Discuss the use of the Silk Road as a trade route and 

determine how it aided the sharing of knowledge of 

the House of Wisdom—include source information.  

 Identify and describe items offered for trade during 

the early Islamic civilisation.  

 Summarise the main events of this period in history. 

 

 

To know that the early Islamic civilisation came after previous eras such as              as 

the Romans and Egyptians.  

To know that Islam is the second largest religion in the UK. 

To know that Islam is a religion created by a man named Muhammad who 

was born in Mecca in AD 570. Muhammad was, and is, known as a prophet.  

To know that in AD 610, the religion of Islam began when Muhammad 

received the first revelations of the Quran.  

To know that at its height, the Islamic Empire stretched from Spain to India 

and was ruled by a Caliph. It governed around 28% of the world's population. 

To know that a Caliph had an advisor called a Grand Vizier. 

To know that Baghdad was built in AD 725 by Caliph Al-Mansur as the new 

capital of the Islamic Empire.  

To know that Baghdad had a population of approximately 2 million people.  

To know Baghdad was a perfectly round city with all the important buildings 

in its centre.  

To know The Silk Road was a trade route, which linked the east to the west, 

along which merchants sold their goods with the currency of Dinar.  

To know that Islamic merchants dealt in a wide variety of trade goods 

including sugar, salt, textiles, spices, slaves, gold, and horses.  

To know that during the Golden Age, Baghdad became the largest city in the 

world and became a centre of knowledge and culture.  

To know that The House of Wisdom was built in Baghdad. Inside, scholars 

studied medicines and sciences and many new developments were made. 

To know that by the 8th century, Islamic scholars were using paper rather 

than parchment for their writing.  

To know that Baghdad was the centre of a trade network that extended from 

China to Ireland, and from Scandinavia to sub-Saharan Africa.  

  To know that the expansion of Islamic trade had a direct result on the spread 

of the Islamic religion. Traders brought their religion to West Africa where 

Islam quickly spread throughout the region.  

  To know that in the far east countries including Malaysia and Indonesia 

became Muslim through traders and Islamic Sufis.  

  To know that over time, large Muslim populations grew in other regions 

including India, China, and Spain.  

  To know that Baghdad was the centre for culture and learning until the 

Mongols attacked from Asia. 

 To know that The Golden Age ended in 1258 BC when the Mongols defeated 

the Abbasids.  
  

Examples of disciplinary 

questioning:  

Chronology: How advanced 

were the early Islamic 

civilisations for their time?  

Change: How did the House of 

Wisdom evolve?  

Cause: Why did the Islamic 

religion spread?  

Significance: Which 

invention brought about the 

most change?  

Similarities and differences: 

How have trade routes 

evolved? 

Evidence: Why are the nature 

of sources used in this period 

contestable? 

 

‘Key Vocab’ is identified 

in red 

Writing Opportunity 

Explanation Text: How did Baghdad become a centre of knowledge and culture during the Golden Age?  

 


