
Year 6 – Autumn 2 - Geography - Mapping the World – Trade Links 

Composite Knowledge To secure my knowledge, I will… Knowledge Components 

Pupils should be taught 

about:  

 human geography, 

including: types of settlement 

and land use, economic 

activity including trade links, 

and the distribution of natural 

resources including energy, 

food, minerals and water 

Final Assessment 

Judgement: 

 label different climates on a map.  

 explore how natural resources and climate 

determine where our food comes from.  

 using a map, label where the UK exports 

goods to.  

 describe and understand aspects of physical 

geography of the UK that determines what we 

export.  

 find out how trade connects different countries 

and their populations.  

 identify trade links around the world focusing 

on coffee, bananas, oil and cars.  

 discuss the role of workers in different 

countries along the supply chain and compare 

wealth.  

 research how global trade affects the lives of 

workers in less economically developed 

countries.  

 identify on a map the key places along the Silk 

Road and goods that came from them.  

 discuss the impact of Fairtrade and why it was 

introduced.  

Fieldwork opportunities – 

 Map the school grounds using four-figure 

grid reference and organise a trade route 

around the academy.  

 Orienteering experience with an outside 

provider (Stanley Head etc.) 

 Collect samples of raw materials from 

academy grounds and consider what 

secondary and tertiary processes could 

follow these materials   

 To know that trade is the action of buying and selling goods or services.  

 To know that global trade is simply the movement in and out of the country of goods and services across 

international borders.  

 To know that trade is an important way to make sure that natural and human made resources are shared 

around the world.  

 To know that the physical geography of a country determines whether certain foods can or cannot be 

grown there e.g. bananas needs a lot of sun to grow, there the United Kingdom has to import them.  

 To know that countries can export goods to another country to generate money. 

 To know that often goods are traded to other countries when they are not available in their own country.  

 To know the most commonly traded type of energy is gas (44%) and then coal (33%). 

 To know that the most commonly traded food type is seafood followed by soy beans, wheat and then coffee.  

 To know that the most commonly traded minerals are coal and iron ore. 

 To know that trading has happened for thousands of years. 

 To know that goods are carried around the world using container ships or planes.  

 To know the most common UK exports are scrap iron, whisky, tartan kilts, medicines, aircraft parts, cars, 

computers, oil and gas. 

 To know the most common UK imports are coffee beans, bananas, medicines, aircraft parts, cards, 

computers, oil and gas.  

 To know that the price of goods to trade depends upon how much there is of that item in that area, whether 

there are other companies selling that item (competition) and the quality of the item.  

 To know that managers and directors of companies normally earn more than people who farm or make 

goods.  

 To know there are three stages of production in the global supply chain.  

 To know the first stage is primary which involved the extraction of raw materials e.g. farming, mining, 

fishing, forestry.  

 To know the second is called secondary whereby the raw materials are turned into other products e.g. 

wood into furniture, tin in mobile phones, and fish into fish fingers.  

To know the third stage in the chain is tertiary and this is where the distribution occurs to retailers around 

the globe. 

 To know the positive impact Fairtrade can have on communities around the world including better living 

standards, better machinery and the ability to negotiate fair prices.   

To know that Fairtrade allows the farmers to be paid a fair price for their produce and have better working 

conditions.  

To know that Baghdad’s geographical position between Europe, Africa and Asia helped them to become 

the centre of trade and a country of great power.  

To know the Silk Road connected the East to the West and helped to generated trade and commerce 

between different Kingdoms and Empires allowing traders to sell their goods and services. 

To know the Silk Road was over 4000 miles long. 

To know the Silk Road was first used to carry Chinese silk during the Chinese Han Dynasty in 206BC, only   

China made silk and it was a valuable material.  

To know that Marco Polo was an explorer from Venice who travelled along the Silk Road and his travels 

inspired many others including Christopher Columbus.  

To know that merchants and tradesmen travelled in large caravans. They would have many guards with 

them. Traveling in a big group like a caravan helped in defending from bandits. 

To know that the bubonic plague, or Black Death, travelled to Europe from the Silk Road. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples of disciplinary 

questioning: 

 

Reaching judgements – Which 

resource is the UK’s most valuable 

commodity?  

 
Making claims – Natural resource 

trade is more efficient than 

manmade resources – discuss.  

 
Arguing responsibly- Fairtrade 

should be mandatory for all 

countries to use – true or false? 

 
Thinking creatively – How could 

trade routes across continents be 

made more efficient?  

 
Problem solving – If there is a 

shortage of goods within a country, 

how could this problem be solved?  

‘Key Vocab’ is identified 

in red 

Short Writing Opportunity 

Describe the process from source to consumer. 
 


