
Year 6 - Spring 1 - History – Ancient Egypt 
Composite Knowledge To secure my knowledge, I will… Knowledge I need to know and remember 

Pupils should be 

taught about:  

 the achievements of the 

earliest civilizations – an 

overview of where and 

when the first civilizations 

appeared and an in-

depth study of Ancient 

Egypt. 

 Explore where and when the first 

civilisations began using a timeline to 

display findings. 

 Summarise what the achievements 

through inventions were of the earliest 

civilisations e.g. first writing systems; 

mathematical understanding; trade; 

technology and inventions; buildings 

and architecture; Gods and Religion etc.  

 Using investigative skills, I can find out 

about Tutankhamen and how artefacts 

teach us about the past. 

 Understand the class structure of society 

and how rule and governance impacted 

the lives of all of society.  

 Describe the process and culture of 

mummification and how different 

sources of information vary.  

 Understand beliefs and the worship of a 

range of different gods for a range of 

reasons.  

 Show an understanding that the Ancient 

Egyptians used hieroglyphics as a 

means of writing/communication.  

 Understand the importance of the Nile to 

the Ancient Egyptians for farming inc 

seasons.  

 Discuss the involvement of Cleopatra in 

conflicts across the world. 

 Explore the achievements of the Ancient 

Egyptians and how they have influenced 

the world today. 

 Confidently talk about trade and 

transport links. 

Examples of sources –  

 BBC Primary sources of 

Egyptian culture (Primary 

sources of images and texts) 

 Historyskills.com (Primary 

sources of images and texts) 

To know that the Stone Age, Iron Age, Ancient Greece, Shang Dynasty and Mayan eras all overlap Ancient Egypt. 

To know that the Ancient Egyptian civilisation began around 3100 BC. 

To know that Nile means black, as the river was full of black mud.  

To know the further from the river, the drier the land became. They called this the ‘’red land’. Its dry desert helped to protect Egypt from enemies, 

and it could be mined for precious metals and stones. 

To know that Ancient Egyptians moved from the desert to be closer to the Nile when it became too hot.  

To know that due to the hot climate the Ancient Egyptians wore few clothes, and they were made from linen. 

To know the only land in Egypt that could be used to grow crops was close to the fertile land of the Nile.  

To know about the three farming seasons of Akhet (flooding), Peret (growing) and Shemu (harvesting).  

To know the River Nile was an important source of water which enabled the Ancient Egyptians to grow crops like wheat, barley, fruit and 

vegetables. They also grew flax to make clothes, and papyrus to make paper.  

To know Upper Egypt was in the mountains and Lower Egypt was by the Nile and that the two Kingdoms came together in 3000 BC. 

To know that the Ancient Egyptians worshipped thousands of gods and goddesses.  

To know that the Ancient Egyptians began to worship a new god called Amun. Amun was the king of all their gods.  

To know that each god/goddess has their own unique appearance and power over aspects of life. 

To know the gods and goddesses help Ancient Egyptians to explain how the universe worked.  

  Religion was an important part of their civilisation. They worshiped over 2,000 gods and goddesses! 

To know that Ancient Egyptians believed that inside each person was a soul, which they called the ba. 

To know that when someone died the ba returned to the person’s body each night. 

To know that Ancient Egyptians mummified the bodies so the soul could return to it – afterlife.  

To know that by the end of the Old Kingdom, Ancient Egyptians worked out that by removing all the moisture from the body it would stop it from 

decaying. This was called embalming or mummification. 

To know that Egypt was ruled by kings known as pharaohs. People believed they were gods too, keeping the world in balance.  

To know that the pharaoh owned all the land and collected taxes. 

To know people who worked close to pharaohs were important; these included trusted advisors, priests, soldiers and scribes. 

To know that historians use three periods of time to describe Ancient Egypt: Old Kingdom, Middle Kingdom and New Kingdom. 

To know that during the Middle Kingdom, Egypt was becoming rich and powerful.  

To know that during the New Kingdom, the pharaohs used their strong army to take over more and more land.  

To know that the Ancient Egyptians were more powerful because they were now using horses in their battles. Sometimes they rode the horse; others 

they used it to pull their chariot.  

To know that the Ancient Egyptians began to develop better weapons out of bronze.   

To know that the Ancient Egyptians had their own language and used symbols called hieroglyphs.  

To know that only people such as pharaohs and scribes learned how to read and write.  

To know that the Rosetta Stone, found in 1799, helped Englishmen Thomas Young and Champollion to understand hieroglyphics. 

To know they invented a solar calendar (a calendar based on the sun) and a writing system called hieroglyphs.   

To know that Ancient Egyptians lived in small houses built from mud bricks.  

To know that we have limited knowledge about their settlements due to many cities and towns being built by the Nile and destroyed naturally. 

To know that Egypt was one of the wealthiest countries in the world due to having access to gold mines and plenty of food.  

To know that trade was done via bartering; this means that similar value items were swapped. 

To know that often trading was peaceful; however, places such as Nubia had little choice. If they refused, they would be attacked.  

To know childhood was similar to now; children learned skills from their parents and played games. Only wealthy children went to school. 

To know that their achievements have influenced the modern world (clocks, medicine, maths, constellations) 

To know that a Persian king led the army that conquered Egypt.  

To know the Persians were not popular. When the Greek army seized control, the Ancient Egyptians were glad as they could worship their gods. 

To know that in 30 BC Cleopatra, who was ruling Egypt for the Greeks, angered the Romans leading to the Romans conquering Egypt. 

To know jobs were usually inherited from their parents – if their father was a farmer, it would be very likely that their child would become a farmer. 

To know that archaeologists excavated the tombs uncovering mummified bodies and ancient artefacts including weapons, clothes, decorated walls 

and jewellery.  

To know over 60 tombs were found at the Valley of the Kings.  

To know one of the most famous pharaohs of the New Kingdom was called Tutankhamun.  

To know that Lord Carnarvon funded the discovery led by Howard Carter.  

To know that in November 1922, Carter discovered the tomb of Pharaoh Tutankhamun which would change our knowledge of them.  

To know that during the Old Kingdom, the most famous pyramids were built at Giza by a pharaoh called Cheops. 

To know that pyramids had chambers within them holding artefacts.     

 

 

Examples of 

disciplinary 

questioning:  

Chronology: Which 

periods overlap the 

Egyptian era?  

Change: What changes 

were made in the burial 

process?  

Cause: Why was Egypt 

invaded?  

Significance: How 

significant was the River 

Nile to the Ancient 

Egyptians?  

Similarities and 

differences: How was 

rule and governance 

different to the Roman 

era? 

Evidence: How reliable 

is Cassell’s recount 

(1927)? 

 

‘Key Vocab’ is identified 

in red 

Writing Opportunity 

A newspaper report about the excavation of Tutankhamun.  
 


