
Year 6 – Summer 1 - History – London Across the Ages  
Composite Knowledge To secure my knowledge, I will… Knowledge Components 

Pupils should be taught:  

 to continue to develop a chronologically 

secure knowledge and understanding of 

British, local and world history, 

establishing clear narratives within and 

across the periods they study. 

 To note connections, contrasts and trends 

over time and develop the appropriate use 

of historical terms. To regularly address 

and sometimes devise historically valid 

questions about change, cause, similarity 

and difference, and significance. To 

construct informed responses that involve 

thoughtful selection and organisation of 

relevant historical information. To 

understand how our knowledge of the past 

is constructed from a range of sources. 

Final Assessment     

Judgement: 

 Place key events and periods from London’s history 

on a timeline  

 Compare how settlements in London have changed 

overtime 

 Discuss how the rule of different monarchs affected 

life in London 

 Discuss how the living conditions in London had an 

effect on the health of the population 

 Discuss how London grew due to trade and industry  

 Compare the advantages and disadvantages of 

London being a growing city in Europe  

 Discuss the advancements in transport and how 

these affected London 

 Appraise a variety of sources to learn more about 

the historic events in London  

 

 Examples of sources 

 Victorian Britain - 

https://www.history.org.uk/primary/categories/775/ 

resource/3769/children-in-victorian-britain-down-

the-mine (Primary source) 

 The Great Fire of London - 

https://cdn.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documents 

/education/fire-of-london.pdf (Primary sources) 

 Plague doctor image – 

https://cnu.libguides.com/c.php?g= 
23214&p=136642 (Primary source) 

 

 

 

 To know that London was originally a collection of scattered rural settlements before 

 it was the city that it is today.  

 To know that soon after the Romans invaded Britain in AD43, they founded the city of Londinium with a 

forum (market), a basilica (business centre) and a wall around the city to protect from further invasion.  
The Tudors 

 To know that William the Conqueror built the Tower of London in AD1066 and it has been used as a 

palace, a weapons store, a mint and a prison. 

 To know that London was the centre of trade and government under the Tudor monarchs’ rule (AD1485 – 

1603) and that London’s population was approximately 200,000 by AD1600. 

 To know that during this time, the River Thames played a key role as the navy expanded and ships were 

sent to explore the world.  

 To know that the nobility of London were now using the courtroom to fight battles instead of warring 

amongst themselves. 

 To know that the Globe Theatre, partly owned by Shakespeare, was built during the Tudor reign.  
Gunpowder plot 

 To know that the first Stuart monarch – King James I – took the throne in AD1603 and during his reign 

there was conflict between Catholics and Protestants.  

 To know that Robert Catesby led a group of Catholics in a plot to kill the King James I, his family and 

every member of the government during the state opening of parliament  on November 5th AD1605.  

 To know that they rented a cellar beneath the Houses of Parliament and moved in 36 barrels of 

gunpowder.  

 To know that on November 4th, Guy Fawkes was caught and taken to the Tower of London where he was 

tortured into confession. The conspirators were publically executed and bonfires are now a tradition to 

celebrate the failure of the plot. 
The Plague 

 To know that in 1665, an outbreak of the plague, carried by infected rats, began in London and killed 

approximately 75,000 people by 1666 when it ended.  

 To know that the plague was highly infectious, and infected households had a red cross painted on their 

door to warn others.  

 To know that its symptoms were fever, vomiting, painful swellings on the neck, armpits and groin 

(buboes), blisters, bruising and coughing blood.  

 To know that plague doctors, wearing clothes to cover the whole body and a mask filled with herbs to 

prevent breathing ‘bar air’, treated patients using methods such as lancing and applying leeches to 

buboes. 

 To know that much of what we know about the great plague is thanks to the plague doctors’ records.  
Victorian Britain 

 To know that Queen Victoria reigned from AD1837-1901 and during her reign, London expanded as 

industry came to Britain and rail links were made between Britain and the city.  

 To know that there were many inventions during the Victorian era including the lightbulb, the telephone 

and anaesthetic. 

 To know that London had the first underground railway (The Tube) which opened in AD1862. 

 To know that living conditions in London during the Victorian era were poor; London was overcrowded 

and families in poverty lived in small, damp homes leading to disease such as cholera, measles and 

scarlet fever. 

 To know that the poor, including children, sometimes had to resort to workhouses in which they would 

carry out hard labour in return for living in the poor conditions.  

 To know that due to poverty, crime rates, such as pickpocketing, were high in London in the Victorian 

era; children were given the same punishments as adults and were often sent to prison. 
Modern London 

 To know that in AD1952, the Great Smog of London, caused by the burning of coal and a period of 

extremely cold weather, killed approximately 4,000 people. 

 To know that during the blitz, London was attacked and much of it was destroyed. 

 To know that people took shelter in the underground railway stations and many children were 

evacuated from London for their safety. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Examples of disciplinary 

questioning: 

 

Chronology: Discuss how London 

changed under the different 

significant monarchs.   
 

Change: How have settlements in 

London changed over time?   
 

Cause: What were the causes of poor 

health of London’s population 

throughout the ages?  
 

Significance: How significant was 

religion in London? 
  

Similarities and differences: What 

were the similarities and differences 

between London under the rule of the 

Tudors and the Rule of Queen 

Victoria?   
 

Evidence: How important is record 

keeping to helping us know more 

about historic events in London? 

 

‘Key Vocab’ is identified in 

red 

Short Writing Opportunity 

An information leaflet to advise Londoners about the Great Plague. 
 

https://www.history.org.uk/primary/categories/775/
https://cdn.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documents
https://cnu.libguides.com/c.php?g

