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How does the school know if the pupils need extra help and what should I do if I think 

my child may have special educational needs?  

At Milton Primary School, pupils are assessed routinely and regularly as part of the ongoing 

curriculum. These assessments form part of our ongoing tracking in which the progress of 

each child is monitored. This tracking of pupils enables the early identification of any pupil 

who is not making expected progress. Any concerns regarding progress or attainment will be 

raised with parents at the earliest convenience either in informal discussions or at formal 

parents’ evenings which occur twice per year. If concerns continue despite class teacher 

intervention, the School will speak to parents and discuss the next steps which may involve 

entering your child onto the Special Educational Needs register. This will mean they have 

needs that require intervention that is greater than or different from their peers in order 

to make expected progress.  

 

How will the school staff support my child?  

Pupils who are identified as having special educational needs will receive an intervention 

that is reviewed. This intervention will identify a pupil’s strengths and areas needing 

development. SMART (Specific, Measureable, Achievable, Realistic and Time bound) targets 

will be set and additional support will be provided to enable a pupil to achieve these targets. 

A child at School Based support will receive additional support in the classroom. Those 

pupils working with outside agencies or that have an Education, Health and Care Plan or 

Statement of SEN will receive their support in accordance with the plan/statement and 

specific needs.  

Throughout each school year, the effectiveness of the interventions and provision being 

made is regularly monitored by the SLT (senior leadership team) and the SENCo (Special 

Educational Needs Co-ordinator). From this monitoring, provision may be changed/ adapted 

in order that the best outcomes are achieved for pupils. The governing body require the 

school staff to report on the SEN provision in school and its effectiveness in making a 

difference for those children.  

 

How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?  

Quality first teaching, ongoing assessments and monitoring ensures that staff can provide a 

well differentiated curriculum for your child. Work is set at the level appropriate to the 

child as are their targets for improvement. Those pupils with greater needs are given 

additional support in line with their difficulties.  

 

How will both the school and parents know how well a pupil is doing and how will the 

school help parents to support their child’s learning?  

Through ongoing assessments, the staff at Milton Primary have a clear idea of how well 

each child is doing. This is communicated to parents both informally at the beginning or end 

of the school day as well as more formally at parents’ evening s and in end of year reports. 

Children identified with SEN will have a review with parents three times a year. Throughout 

the year, pupils who are on the SEN register will receive additional monitoring. 

Standardised tests are also used to provide a reading age, spelling age and a score for 



vocabulary understanding (BPVS) to help monitor the progress of pupils with SEN. These 

scores are tracked and will help us to understand what difficulties a child may be having. 

These pupils and their parents will also be invited to discuss their progress regularly 

through the year. Part of this discussion involves how parents can help their child at home.  

The school will support parents to help their child at school with details as to how we teach 

different aspects e.g. phonics, reading, spelling, maths. We are also on hand at the end of 

each day for a chat about a specific difficulty e.g. homework.  

If needed, the school will set up home/school diaries for a child whose behaviour, 

confidence or emotional well-being is a concern. This will give the staff and parents the 

opportunity to share information more easily and keep track of any significant events 

either at school or at home.  

 

What support will there be for my child’s overall wellbeing?  

Pastoral Support  

Pupils at the school are supported in many ways. We have a team of Teaching Assistants 

who are on hand to deliver small group or 1:1 interventions aimed at developing social skills, 

emotional well-being, confidence, attention and listening, language, anger management and 

self-esteem. These sessions take place throughout the day on either a timetabled basis or 

as is required following an incident. Our Home School Link Worker also works closely with  

pupils and their families to provide appropriate support. 

 

Medication  

If a child with a condition requires medication during the school day, a care plan will be 

discussed and signed by staff and parents. Medication is kept securely until required. If a 

child has asthma an asthma care plan is completed and the inhaler is kept in school. Parents 

are made aware of any occasion when an inhaler has been used and this is the case with an 

epipen as well. 

 

Behaviour support  

The School uses a wide range of rewards to engage pupils including; regular praise from 

staff, stickers, certificates, raffle tickets, teampoints and Golden Time. It is hoped that 

through consistent routines and clear expectations of behaviour that all pupils will make the 

right choices.  

A range of strategies are in pace to support pupils who are struggling with their behaviour. 

Class teachers will meet regularly with parents to discuss triggers and possible 

interventions that may be needed. Pupils may have individualised targets set for behaviour 

which are linked to rewards that can be earned. Pupils who are refusing to follow 

instructions and who are making poor choices may be given time out in order for them to 

calm down. This is where a child may need to spend time in a different 

classroom/environment with work set by their own class teacher.  

 

What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the School?  

Here at Milton we work closely with the local authority SEND services team (Special 

Educational Needs and Disabilities). This involves a lead SEND advisor who is available to 

advise the school in what support is needed for pupils needing more than class teacher 

support. Specialist advisors are also available to the school in every area of SEND, including 

CAMHS (child and adolescent mental health service) if this is required. The school works 



closely with the Educational Psychology Service when the needs of a pupil are becoming 

more complex and require additional support.  

Outside of educational support, the school also accesses behavioural support from the 

inclusion team at the local authority and we refer to the school counselling service for 

those pupils who need emotional support.  

 

What training do the staff supporting my child have?  

The staff at the school have regular training opportunities to support their work with 

pupils with special educational needs. The training offered takes full account of the many 

and varied needs of the pupils we teach and forms part of the rolling programme of quality 

continuing professional development for all staff. Additional training for specific needs can 

be accessed from the local authority SEND service.  

 

How will my child be included in activities outside of the classroom including school 

visits?  

It is the aim of the School that all pupils will have opportunity to access a full range of 

activities both in and outside of school, including school visits. Where difficulties may arise 

in this, the School staff will liaise with parents to minimise issues and to reduce risks. We 

will always aim to make reasonable adjustments to ensure all pupils can fully participate.  

 

How will the School prepare and support my child when he/she joins or transfers to 

other settings?  

Milton School staff visit the settings of the pupils starting in Milton Nursery during the 

Summer term before they start in the September.  This allows for positive transition work 

including discussions with staff and organising visits for children to our site.  

Should a child wish to join us mid-year, transition can be arranged with the previous school 

so that a pupil can come to visit and, if necessary, come to us on a phased entry.  

Within the school, transition from one year to the next is handled sensitively with time to 

meet new teachers, share work and build relationships all before that start of the new 

academic year. Those pupils with additional needs will be able to access a greater level of 

transition as best meets their needs.  

When transferring to the high school, transition during the summer term becomes a big 

focus. Regular visits and meetings are planned into the curriculum time to enable pupils to 

experience their new school building, meet their staff and get to grips with some of the big 

changes that face them. Again, those requiring a more extended transition will be offered 

this personalised support to ensure a successful move to high school.  

 

Who can I contact for further information?  

You can always speak to your child’s class teacher about anything to do with your child’s 

education. You can contact the school at any time to arrange an informal meeting with any 

of the staff or if want to come and have a look around.  

The SEN department is led by Mrs Lorraine Jukes - SENCo who is available to discuss any 

specific SEN queries.  

Alternatively, support about SEND services within Stoke on Trent generally can be found 

at www.stoke.gov.uk/SENDservices. 

“Together we achieve our best” 



 


