
 Aim High and be a Star 

Greenways Primary Academy 
 

English Policy:  2016-2017 
 
Rationale 

At Greenways Primary Academy, we believe that the development of English is a key life skill. 
Through the English curriculum, we will help children develop the skills and knowledge that will 
enable them to communicate effectively and creatively through spoken and written language and 
equip them with the skills to become lifelong learners. We want children to enjoy and appreciate 
literature and its rich variety. As a school we are extremely passionate about inspiring and 
captivating the children by using quality texts. English is at the heart of all children’s learning. It 
enables children both to communicate with others effectively for a variety of purposes and to 
examine their own and others’ experiences, feelings and ideas, giving these order and meaning. 
Children should be provided with a wealth of experiences with stimulating resources at the heart 
of this. English will be used and applied across all areas of learning. 

 
Teaching and Learning 
 
Planning 
The new National Curriculum 2014 will form the basis of teaching and learning. All children will 
receive at least the minimum entitlement of a daily one hour English lesson.  
 
Teachers will use the National Curriculum 2014 as a starting point for creating their medium term 
English plans. These medium term plans follow the five key aspects of English teaching: 
familiarisation with the genre and text type; capturing ideas; teacher demonstration; teacher 
scribing through supported and guided writing and finally, independent writing to create a 
teaching sequence. This is used as a basis for short term planning and adapted according to the 
needs of the children.  
 
The length of a unit may vary. Teachers plan closely with year group colleagues to ensure 
consistency of opportunities for all children. Clear objectives are set for each session and are 
shared with pupils. Teachers differentiate according to the needs of the pupils and use 
intervention programmes for targeted support. English is encouraged and developed across our 
curriculum and links are made where appropriate. ICT is used where it enhances, extends and 
complements English teaching and learning. Additional adults are used to support the teaching of 
English. They work under the deployment of the teacher with small groups of children or 
individuals.  
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Spoken Language: 

 
Aims 
Children need to be able to: 

 Communicate effectively, speaking with increasing confidence, clarity and fluency 

 Use standard English when speaking so that this transfers into grammatically correct 
writing 

 Participate in discussions and debate in a variety of contexts 

 Listen to the views, opinions and ideas of others with increased interest 

 Articulate ideas and thoughts clearly with appropriate tone and vocabulary recognising 
audience 

 Respond to questions and opinions appropriately 

 Retell stories and poems which are known by heart 

 Ask questions with increasing relevance and insight 
 
 

 
Entitlement 
Pupils have access to a wide range of speaking and listening opportunities that include: 

 Talking about their own experiences, recounting events 

 Participating in discussion and debate 

 Talk for writing 

 Talk for everyone 

 Talk Homework 

 Retelling stories and reciting poems 

 Expressing opinions and justifying ideas 

 Listening to stories read aloud 

 Presenting ideas to different audiences 

 Taking part in school performances 

 Responding to different kinds of texts 

 Talking to visitors in school 

 Listening to ideas and opinions of adults and peers 

 Role-play and other drama activities across the curriculum. 

 Use dramatic techniques, including work in role to explore ideas and texts 

 Create, share and evaluate ideas and understanding through drama 
 
 

Teaching and Learning 
Throughout the school day children will be exposed to many opportunities to develop spoken 
language.  Teachers and other adults in school will model speaking clearly. This includes clear 
diction, reasoned argument, imaginative and challenging language, and the use of Standard 
English.  
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Listening is modelled, as is the appropriate use of non-verbal communication, respecting the 
views of others. Spoken Language outcomes are planned across all areas of the curriculum. 
Learning takes place in a variety of situations and group settings.  
 

 
 

Reading 
 
Aims 
To enable children to: 

 develop positive attitudes towards reading so that it is a pleasurable and meaningful 
activity; 

 use reading skills as an integral part of learning throughout the curriculum; 

 read and respond to a variety of texts whilst gaining increased level of fluency, accuracy, 
independence and understanding; 

 develop different strategies for approaching reading and be able to orchestrate the full 
range of strategies. 

 
Entitlement 
Pupils have access to a wide range of reading opportunities that include: 

 guided reading  

 shared reading 

 reading though phonetically decodable books  

 regular independent reading 

 home/school reading 

 hearing books read aloud on a daily basis 

 selecting own choice of texts from classroom libraries.  

 reading opportunities across the curriculum 

 enjoyment for reading 

 half-termly class texts 
 
Much of the Programme of Study will be taught through English lessons. Additional time is 
provided on a regular basis for reading in other subjects. There is time set aside for independent 
reading, listening to whole class stories and enjoyment for reading.  
 
 
Teaching and Learning 
Teachers promote and value reading as an enjoyable activity and a life skill. Teachers plan for a 
range of comprehension strategies that allow pupils to engage with text in a variety of ways to 
suit different learning styles.  
 
At Greenways, we use the carousel approach in KS1. Teaching objectives are pre-planned and 
sessions are characterised by explicit teaching of specific reading strategies, oral response and 
collaboration. Texts are rich and challenging, beyond the current reading ability of the majority of 
the class. Teachers follow the five-part structure when planning guided reading sessions, this 
includes a pre-read, teacher led session, follow up activity, independent activity and a journal 
activity. Teachers plan for independent reading activities during sessions of English teaching. The 
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focus for the reading is to provide practice and develop personal response to text and through 
discussion the knowledge and understanding to answer in depth using a wide range of evidence 
from the text. 
 
 
 
Many other opportunities are provided for pupils to practise and extend reading in other subjects. 
Pupils select texts under the guidance of the teacher for independent and home/school reading. 
Teachers monitor independent reading and discuss progress with individual pupils on a regular 
basis. Where pupils are working below age appropriate objectives they have the opportunity to 
participate in the Reading Partnership Programme. 
 
All teachers are responsible for providing a stimulating reading environment, promoting book 
ownership and recommending books to pupils. Classroom and central displays should be language 
rich and displays should promote authors and books. 
 
Reading at home is regarded as an important part of reading development. Parents are 
encouraged to hear their child read regularly and respond to their child’s reading through Home-
School Link Books. 
 
 
Assessment  
At Greenways, reading assessment is an ongoing process which aims to identify pupil’s next steps 
in learning. Assessment is measured against age related expectations as outlined in the 2014 
English national curriculum.  
Moderation of reading assessments occurs on a regular basis which is monitored by the senior 
leadership team. 
 

 
Resources 

All classrooms have a well-stocked book area with a range of fiction and non-fiction. Pupils also 
have opportunities to read magazines, information leaflets and ICT texts.  

 
 
Writing 
 
Aims 
Children should learn to: 

 write in different contexts and for different purposes and audiences 

 be increasingly aware of the conventions of writing, including grammar, punctuation and 
spelling  

 plan draft and edit their writing to suit the purpose 

 use ICT as a medium for presenting work and manipulating text  

 form letters correctly, leading to a fluent joined and legible handwriting style, giving 
increasing regard to presentation 
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Entitlement 
Pupils have access to a wide range of writing opportunities that include: 

 shared writing 

 guided writing  

 independent writing 

 writing different text types and narrative styles 

 writing across all curriculum areas 

 handwriting practice 

 collaborative writing 

 writing related to own experiences and enjoyment 

 writing from a variety of stimuli 

 planning, drafting, editing and presenting  

 using ICT 
 
Teaching and Learning 
Teachers promote writing and look for ways to inspire and motivate pupils so that they see 
themselves as ‘writers’. Teachers establish the purpose and audience for writing and make 
teaching objectives explicit to pupils so they know why they are studying a particular text type, 
the kind of writing activities they need to undertake and what the expected outcome will be. The 
following teaching sequence for reading and writing will be used as a framework: 
 

 
 
 
 
Subject-specific texts that link to work being undertaken in other areas should also be used in 
English lessons to support the wider curriculum. Teachers use shared writing to model the writing 
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process. Shared reading and writing provide a context for discussion and demonstration of 
grammatical features at word level, sentence level and text level. Activities are differentiated 
through the use of writing frames, spelling banks, collaborative work and peer or adult support. 
Teachers encourage ‘talk for writing’ as an integral part of the process.  
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment 
 
At Greenways, writing assessment is an ongoing process which aims to identify children’s next 
steps in learning. Assessment is measured against age related expectations as outlined in the 
2014 English national curriculum. 
 
 
Resources 
Each class has a range of materials to support the writing process. Writing materials are kept 
accessible and organised and pupils are encouraged to take care of the equipment and return it to 
where it belongs. Each class also has a set of age appropriate dictionaries, thesaurus and word 
banks. A wide range of teacher texts have been purchased to support the planning stage e.g. Alan 
Peat, Pie Corbett, and Shirley Clarke guides.  
 
Curriculum and Planning 

 
Weekly planning should follow the given format consistently. Planning will be reviewed on a 
regular basis by English Coordinators and SLT. 
 
Application of English skills across the curriculum is an expectation at Greenways Primary 
Academy.  
 
Foundation stage and Key Stage One 
All children receive a daily English lesson which is taught through a class text and is differentiated 
to cater for the needs of all children.  During these lessons the children are taught basic sentence 
structure, grammar and punctuation. Using a reading book based approach to teach English, 
children are encouraged to use drama skills and techniques to develop their understanding of a 
text, talk for writing encourages children to retell stories and become familiar with them which 
then allows them to apply their knowledge to create more meaningful written work in a range of 
genres. Alongside this all children have a daily 30 minute phonics session which focuses on 
decoding skills and spelling.  Children are grouped by reading ability.  During the sessions children 
are taught a daily sound and recap sounds already taught and practise applying these sounds in 
words. During the sessions the children read phonetically decidable books to help develop speed 
and fluency.      

 
Key Stage Two 
All children will receive a daily English lesson which is taught through a class text. Using a text 
based approach to teach English, children are encouraged to talk for writing to retell stories and 
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become familiar with them which then allows them to apply their knowledge to create more 
meaningful written work across a range of genres.  English incorporates both fiction and non-fiction 
and a genre map has been provided to all staff to ensure coverage.  During this session children 
experience a range of shared and guided reading opportunities and will access a wide range of 
resources including dictionaries, thesauruses as well as ICT where appropriate.  Children are also  
 
 
 
 
taught key English skills like editing and drafting as well as continuing to broaden their 
understanding of grammar, punctuation and spelling. Children will develop their understanding of a 
genre during an English lesson, building on and developing new skills.  Children are given an array 
of opportunities to engage in speaking and listening activities through the use of hot-seating, role-
play and encompassing a range of ICT resources to deepen their learning experiences.  Building on 
from this, children complete a final piece of writing at the end of each unit. 
 
Special Needs and Inclusion 
Pupils with specific needs in writing, will be further supported in their progress through a personal 
pupil passport, which will be monitored by the class teacher and Special Educational Needs 
coordinator. Intervention strategies will be put in place according to the child’s needs and ability 
level. Resources will be readily available to aid the development of all children in their writing. 
 
Assessment, Recording and Reporting 
 
Assessments are made in line with the school assessment policy.  
 
Teachers use effective assessment for learning to ensure planning is based on prior attainment 
and that pupils know what they need to do to achieve the next steps. Individual targets are set 
accordingly. Writing will be marked in line with the school marking and feedback policy. 

 
Children are informed of their own targets for learning and supported to make progress towards 
them. Children are also involved in setting their own steps to success and encouraged to review 
their progress towards these through self, peer and teacher assessment.  
 
The teacher keeps records that enable them to deliver an effective, creative and relevant 
curriculum that builds on prior attainment and meets the needs of pupils. 
 
Monitoring and Review 
 
The English co-ordinators along with the Head Teacher has responsibility for monitoring the 
standards in English as well as the SLT. The co-ordinator also has responsibility for supporting 
colleagues with CPD and should provide a strategic lead and direction for the subject within 
school. 
A Raising Achievement Plan will highlight areas for further development and improvement which 
will feed into the school development plan to further increase standards and attainment in 
learning and teaching. 
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The co-ordinator will share developments and progress with the named governor and curriculum 
committee to ensure stake holders are well informed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
The Executive Headteacher, Deputy Headteacher, Assistant Headteachers, English Coordinators 
are responsible for the monitoring and evaluation of English. Monitoring will be an ongoing 
process whereby priorities will be identified. The English Co-ordinator will construct an action 
plan that may that will be updated regularly.  
   
  
Staff Development 
Teachers are expected to keep up to date with subject knowledge and use current materials that 
are available in school or online. Training needs will be identified as a result of whole school 
monitoring and evaluation, performance management and through induction programmes. These 
will be reflected in the School Development Plan. Where necessary, the English co-ordinator will 
lead or organise school based training. 
 
Additional adults who are involved with intervention programmes will receive appropriate 
training that may be school based or part of central training. 
 

 
General 
 
This policy and its intentions will always reflect the present and future needs of all stakeholders 
and to support this we are always open to suggestions for changes and alterations of and to any 
specific individual provision / requirement to ensure full access to all.  
 
Date... 
 
 
Signed...  

 
 
Designation: Chair of Governors                 
 
 
 
This policy is to be reviewed by Governors during  
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