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Mission Statement 

At Greenways Primary Academy, our mission is to challenge each child to reach their 
full intellectual, creative and physical potential through a fully integrated curriculum.  
We encourage children to become independent life-long learners by developing 
intellectual curiosity, a thirst for discovery and achievement, a sense of 
understanding and compassion for others and the courage to act on their beliefs.  We 
strive to create a diverse community that fosters mutual respect and social 
responsibility, enhanced by a strong partnership between home and the academy. 

Our swimming policy is in line with that created by our Local Authority; the text below 
is the foreword from that document.  A complete transcript is available on request. 

Foreword 

Swimming is an important life skill.  In addition it is a highly beneficial activity for 
acquiring an increased movement vocabulary and skills, for health, for enjoyment 
and as a threshold skill, giving access to many other water-based recreational 
activities.  It is one of the few activities that people can enjoy all their life either on 
their own or with friends and family of the same or different ages, whether just for 
fun or competitively.  We owe it to our youngsters to give them the best chance to 
learn to swim, as well and as early as possible. 

Nonetheless, it is one of the few recreational or teaching activities which also carry 
with it the evident hazards of death through drowning or injury by brain damage 
through near drowning. 

The teaching and learning of swimming and water safety therefore requires the 
utmost care on the part of all concerned. 

The purpose of this document is to provide guidance on safe practice in school 
swimming, whether at a school pool, hydrotherapy pool or public pool. 

The information provided is not exhaustive but covers three main areas:- 
• Schools Education Policy 
• Swimming Teacher Code of Practice 
• Good Practice in the Teaching of Swimming 

The principal function of the School Swimming Service is to implement a quality, 
efficient, safe and cost effective service that provides a curriculum based scheme of 
work allowing pupils to progress to the point of enabling them to save life. 

These policies aim to support all those involved in the development and delivery of 
the Schools Swimming Service through the provision of clear guidance on some of the 
many issues which impact upon the provision of the Service. 
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“Learning to swim provides the essential foundation for many other water-
based activities and is appropriately included in the National Curriculum.  It is 

essential that as many young people as possible are taught basic swimming 
skills.  Due to the evident risk of drowning, great care must be taken by all 

involved in the teaching and learning of swimming and water safety.” 

(British Association of Advisors and Lecturers in Physical Education, 6th Edition, 2004) 

Implementation of the policy 

Our academy will manage implementation of this policy with the support and 
guidance of the Local Authority. 

General 

This policy and its intentions will always reflect the present and future needs of 
all stakeholders and to support this we are always open to suggestions for 
changes and alterations of and to any specific individual provision / requirement 
to ensure full access to all. 
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