
Year 1 Science Core Knowledge Overview – Seasonal Changes  

 

What should I already know? Key Vocabulary - Definitions 

 That the weather changes dependant on the time of year. 
 That there are different seasons. 

autumn 
The season after 
summer and before 
winter 

What will I know by the end of the unit? 

cloud 
Floating water 
vapour high in the 
sky. 

What a season 
is and that 

there are four 
in one year. 

 

 The year is divided into four parts according 

to the weather and daylight hours.  

 Each part is called a season. 

 The four seasons (UK) are: 

       

Spring       Summer       Autumn       Winter 

             Jun, Jul, Aug             Dec, Jan, Feb   

Mar, Apr, May            Sept, Oct, Nov 

cool 
To be at a fairly 
low temperature. 

fog 
A thick cloud of 
tiny water droplets. 

rain 
Drops of water 
falling from the sky. 

season 
One of four parts 
that a year is 
divided into. 

What the 
weather is like 
in each season 
in England. 

 

Spring Weather    
- Begins cool and it may 

sometimes snow but 
gets warmer.  

 

    

 

Summer Weather    
- The temperature drops 

and the weather 
changes often.   

 

     

seasonal 
Relates to a 
particular season. 

snow 
Frozen water that 
falls from the sky 
in light flakes. 

spring 
The season after 
winter and before 
summer. 

 

Autumn Weather    
- The temperature drops 

and the weather 
changes often. 

 

 

 

Winter Weather   
- The warmest and 

sunniest season. Often 
dry but may thunder.   

 

 

storm 
Weather including 
wind, rain, thunder, 
lightning and snow. 

summer 
The warmest of the 
four seasons. 

sun 
The largest star in 
the sky. 

That day 
length varies 
according to 
the season. 

 

 Spring – 13 hrs of light per day on average. 

 Summer – 16 hrs of light per day on average. 

 Autumn – 12 hrs of light per day on average. 

 Winter - 8 hrs of light per day on average. 

temperature 
The measure of how 
hot or cold 
something is. 

thunder 
A loud rumbling or 
noise heard after a 
lightning flash 

That seasons 
occur at 

different times 
in different 
countries. 

 

 Seasons happen at different times in the top 

half of the world (Northern Hemisphere) 

compared with the bottom half of the world 

(Southern Hemisphere) 

 In England, we are in the top half 

of the world.  

warm 
To be at a fairly 
high temperature. 

wind 
Fast moving air 
blowing in a 
direction. 

winter 
The coldest of the 
four seasons. 

 


