Spring 2021
Welcome to our termly reading newsletter, and what news we have to share!.
This newsletter is brand new and will be released every term. It’s a chance to find out about new,
high quality fiction, non-fiction and poetry as well as a chance to get tips and up to date
information about helping your child with their reading journey. You can dip in and out or read it
in one whole bite! Reading truly is the key to open so many doors – no matter what age you are.
As always, your support is hugely appreciated,
Mrs Walker (English subject leader and class 5 teacher)

As a parent, you play an important role in helping your child
learn to read. Encouraging your children to enjoy reading will
benefit them hugely, not only in their education but in their
understanding of the world too.
Benefits of reading
Reading has many benefits, including the following:
 Improving concentration: reading means sitting quietly, still and focussing on the story
 Teaching children about the world: children can learn about people, places and events that
take place in the world around them, beyond their own experiences
 Improving vocabulary and language skills: children will learn new words, and can absorb
information on how to structure sentences and use words effectively
 Developing imagination and empathy: reading allows children to transform descriptions into
pictures of people, places and things
 It is fun: children that are exposed to reading from a young age will view books as an
indulgence and a treat rather than a chore, and an opportunity to imagine themselves in the
characters place.
With that in mind, find a cosy place to nestle down, pick up your favourite book and read 
Reading for pleasure is key!

Charlotte’s Web by E..B White
A classic that’ll make you love animals for life and
want to adopt a chubby piglet. No one is immune to
this charming heartwarmer. Wilbur the piglet is simply
adorable. He has a wrinkly little snout that snuffles the
air all day long. But what usually happens to chubby
little piglets? Yuck. It’s enough to turn you vegetarian.
Wilbur doesn’t want this fate, and his human friend
wants to ‘save his bacon’. Thank goodness for Charlotte
– a clever spider with a talent for writing. When
friends work together, miracles can happen and lives
can be saved. Hurrah!

The Smartest Giant in Town by Julia Donaldson
A warm tale about a friendly giant whose heart
is better than his dress sense!
George wished he wasn't the scruffiest giant in
town. So when he sees a new shop selling giantsized clothes, he decides it's time for a new look
to become the smartest giant in town.. until he
bumps into some animals who desperately need
his help - and his clothes!

Aliens Love Underpants By Claire Freedman and
Ben Cort
"Aliens love underpants, in every shape and size,
but there are no underpants in space, so here's a
big surprise.. ."
This zany, hilarious tale is delightfully brought to
life by Ben Cort's vibrant illustrations. With a
madcap, rhyming text by award-winning Claire
Freedman, this is sure to enchant and amuse the
whole family!
Perfect for joining in, this story is fantastically
fresh and funny - you'll laugh your pants off!

Education consultant, poet, writer
Pie Corbett is a children's author and one time headteacher
who is a key figure in English schools. He advised the
government's National Literacy Strategy, and created a Talk
for Writing approach.
Below is a list poem, listing what he can see from his balcony.
Now that we are in tier 4, could you create a poem like this
of your own? 
From the balcony I can see —
the flower-seller draped in black,
clutching lily-of-the-valley
and the promise of spring..

Did you know?
A cygnet is a baby
/young swan!

From the balcony I can see —
the swan's reflection flickering
in the sunlight like silvery scales glittering
on the pond's glassy face
and the cygnets
stringing behind like soft pearls..
From the balcony I can see —
the grey statue frozen in time, patient
as the seasons run by like
rabbits..
From the balcony I can see —
a cat flat on the windowsill,
cool in the shadows,
sleepy eyes closed fist tight,
purring at her voice..
From the balcony I can see —
two men ballet dancing
an image of each other,
sprawled in afternoon heat,
lazily greeting the day..
From the balcony I can see —
the afternoon bubbling joy..

…
PLETHORA
A plethora means ‘an abundance or excess’. For
examples:
/
.You might use the words excess, deluge,
plenty as alternatives.
But did you know that the word plethora comes
from an ancient Greek word?
Plethora comes from a similar Greek word
meaning "fullness." It was first used in English in
the 16th century to describe a supposed medical
condition marked by an excess volume of blood
causing swelling and a reddish complexion.

’

Choosing a book can seem like a commitment, so how can we make
that less daunting? Here are a few handy strategies to explore (these
work for adult readers too!)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Questioning why you have chosen it in the first place (do you know why)
Cover and blurb check: what are your first impressions?
Exploring interests (reading preferences, character types, genre)
Series: it is part of a number of books? Do they need to be read in order?
Is it the correct level? Check the book at www.arbookfinder.co.uk

British Science Week is a ten-day celebration of science, technology, engineering and
maths that will take place between 5-14 March 2021!
The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle
When the tiny seed is blown away from its parent
plant, it travels a very long way - over seas, deserts
and mountains. The tiny seed survives the hazards of
the journey and finally falls onto fertile earth. It
grows and grows, becoming the tallest, biggest flower
for miles around. Then one day the wind blows and
thousands of the flower's seeds begin their own
journeys.
The Girl Who Thought in Pictures: The Story of Dr.
Temple Grandin
Meet Dr. Temple Grandin—one of the world’s quirkiest
science heroes!
When young Temple was diagnosed with autism, no
one expected her to talk, let alone become one of
the most powerful voices in modern science. Yet, the
determined visual thinker did just that. Her unique
mind allowed her to connect with animals in a special
way, helping her invent groundbreaking improvements
for farms around the globe!
Little People, Big Dreams… series
Board books for young children introducing the
stories of inspiring people
Science-related titles in the series include:
• David Attenborough
• Marie Curie
• Charles Darwin
• Amelia Earhart
• Jane Goodall
• Zaha Hadis
• Stephen Hawking
• Steve Jobs
• Ada Lovelace
• Ernest Shackleton
• Greta Thunberg.

Celebrate National Storytelling Week from the
30th January to 6th February!
“Storytelling can be found enriching lives
everywhere. The sharing between teller and
listener empowers, feeding the imagination from
one generation to the next.”- Society for
Storytelling.
Want to keep up with what’s hot in
the world of books?
Blue Peter and The Book Trust have
shortlisted the best books for 2021.
There are six books in the running three battling it out for Best Story,
and three nominated for Best Book
with Facts.. Here’s the exciting part…
you could win all six books! Enter
here to win:

@BookTrust

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-andreading/have-some-fun/competitions/getyour-hands-on-the-complete-blue-peterbook-awards-2021-shortlist/

500 Words Short Story Competition
500 Words is the UK’s most successful short storywriting competition for children between the ages of 5
and 13. It was launched in 2011, after Chris Evans had a
dream. He dreamt of getting children excited about
reading and writing. All children: no matter what their
ability, experience, or background.
Make sure you look out for the new
It’s super simple. All entrants must pen an original story, edition of the competition, announced
no more than 500 words in length, and submit it online. in Spring 2021 https://500words.me/
It can be about ANYTHING you want – space-ships,
grannies, insects, time travel. The list is endless!

