
Autumn 2021 
 

Welcome to our first reading newsletter of the new school year, and what news we have to share!.  
 
This newsletter will be released every term. It’s a chance to find out about new, high quality 
fiction, non-fiction and poetry as well as a chance to get tips and up to date information about 
helping your child with their reading journey. You can dip in and out or read it in one whole bite! 
Reading truly is the key to open so many doors – no matter what age you are.  
 
As always, your support is hugely appreciated, 
Mrs Walker (English subject leader and class 5 teacher) 

 
There is overwhelming evidence 
that reading and English has a 
significant relationship to people's 
life chances. Reading for pleasure 
is more important than either 
wealth or social class as an 
indicator of success at school. 
 
If your child isn’t a ‘book worm’ yet, 
don’t worry! There are so many 
wonderful and exciting authors out 
there, just waiting to be found. A 
book waiting to engage and inspire 
your child… they just may not have 
discovered it yet!  
 
In school, we will be continuing to 
inspire reading by sharing lots of 
exciting authors, old and new. We 

read to the children regularly and share our passion for reading. Books are chosen for our library, 
which are on the AR system and match their reading levels. 
 

Reading for pleasure is key! 
 

 

 

 



'
 

 

 

Winner of the ‘Best Illustrated Book’ award 

Deep in the darkest forests, under rustling leaves, 
live the fairies. You probably think that fairies are 
good, kind and sweet. Well, a lot of them are. 
These helpful fairies take care of the forest and 
they're happy to do it. But I'm sorry to tell you 
that some of the fairies, particularly the littlest 
ones, are GRUMPY 

 
 

Winner of the ‘Best Book for Young 
Readers’ and ‘Overall Winner’ 

A Kind of Spark tells the story of 11-year-old Addie 
as she campaigns for a memorial in memory of 
the witch trials that took place in her Scottish 
hometown. Addie knows there's more to the story 
of these 'witches', just like there is more to hers. 

Can Addie challenge how the people in her town 
see her, and make her voice heard? A story about 
friendship, courage and self-belief. 

 Shortlisted for the Younger Readers Prize 2021 
 
Side-splitting middle grade comedy, with serious heart 
(and one very funny llama) 
Yasmin Shah is a ten-year-old girl who is part of a big, 
noisy family and doesn't ever speak. Levi is a rude, sassy 
toy llama, who talks A LOT and has come to wreak havoc 
in Yasmin's life. 
Yasmin tries everything she can to escape Levi, but 
she can't help being dragged along on his crazy antics 
- and every day brings a new surprise, whether that's 
an erupting bin, a flying tuna fish, or a hat made from 
knickers. Life is never boring with Levi around - and 
could it be that he has a secret plan to help Yasmin 
find her voice? 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Dear Teacher is a hilarious collection of letters 
from Michael to his new teacher explaining 
why he can't go to class. From traveling to the 
pyramids of Egypt to getting attacked by 
pirates and going to the moon in a rocket ship, 
each letter is increasingly outlandish. 

When Michael's teacher writes back telling him 
how sorry she is he'll miss all of the exciting 
school activities planned for the year, Michael 
realizes all the fun he'd really miss out on. 

Meesha loves making things. 
but there's one thing she finds difficult to 
make - friends. She doesn't know quite what to 
do, what to say or when to say it, and she 
struggles reading and responding to social 
cues. But one day she discovers that she has a 
special talent that will help her to navigate 
challenging social situations and help her to 
make friends. 

A warm and affectionate look at the joys and 
difficulties of making and keeping friends, 
relating to others, and finding your place in the 
world. 

 

 

Meet Kevin. A koala who likes to keep things 
the same. Exactly the same. But sometimes 
change comes along whether we like it or not... 
And, as Kevin discovers, if you step outside 
your comfort zone and try new things, you 
might just surprise yourself! 
 
A funny rhyming story about dealing with 
change and overcoming worries, from the 
bestselling creators of The Lion Inside. 
 

 

 



 

Julie is a poet and runs workshops in schools across 
the UK. Amazingly, she only began to write poetry 4 
years ago and now has her work published in 
magazines such as Amazing! Magazine for kids.  
  
Julie Anna Douglas specifically writes poetry for 
children and dreams of a world made of cupcakes, 
marshmallows and candyfloss. Yum! 

 
 

 
 

The Reading Dance, by Julie Anna Douglas 
 

Flamenco with a fiery phoenix in a forest faraway. 
Quickstep with the Queen of Hearts for a year and a day. 

Shimmy a swashbuckling salsa on a flying pirate ship 
and enjoy a jolly, jungle-jiving, tree-swinging trip. 

 
Tango with a tiger in search of a teatime treat. 

Can-can into a candy cottage, which looks good enough to eat. 
Rumba with a rabbit in a jacket, halfway down the stairs 

and have a disco in a deep, dark wood while hunting for bears. 
 

Samba with a spinning spider, hip hop with a horrid pest 
and conga across Middle Earth on an epic quest. 

Whether you are looking for adventure, fun or fairytale romance, 
just pirouette through the pages and join the reading dance. 

 

 @julieannapoetry  
 



…  

Etymology of 'alligator'  

'Alligator' was originally a Latin word 'lacertus' 

This became the Spanish words for 'the lizard' 
which is 'el lagarto' 

This then became known as 'alligator' in English 

’
Does your child always read books by the same author or the same genre of book? Children’s 
choice about what they read is really important, but it’s also important that they know what’s out 
there to be able to make an informed choice, with adults guiding them towards quality books 
wherever possible. Any reading is better than no reading, so it’s not worth a battle, but children’s 
series can often contain the same sort of style and vocabulary, making children read more passively 
(especially if the book has been made into a film that they have seen.)  
 
‘Banning’ books by certain authors can make the problem worse… so why not offer your child one 
of these alternatives if they have got stuck on one of the most common series of books? Get in 
touch if you’d like any further support with this and I’d be glad to help. 
 
 
 
 
 



Each year, the whole month of October is dedicated to highlighting the importance of understanding Black 
History. There are many books available to open up discussions and these are just a small sample. For more 
about Black History Month, see the official website  https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/ 

  

 
Zuri's beautiful hair has a mind of its own! It kinks, coils, and 
curls every which way. Mum always does Zuri's hair just the 
way she likes it, but Daddy is keen to learn to style it for an 
extra special occasion. 

  
 

Meet 52 icons of colour from the past and present in this 
collection of stories about strong, courageous, talented and 
diverse men and women: the perfect read to encourage, 
inspire and empower children young and old. 

 ’

Henry Brown doesn't know how old he is. Nobody keeps 
records of slaves' birthdays. Henry grows up and marries, but 
he is again devastated when his family is sold at the slave 
market. Then one day, as he lifts a crate at the warehouse, 
he knows exactly what he must do: He will mail himself to 

the North. After an arduous journey in the crate, Henry 
finally has a birthday -- his first day of freedom.

 
 
 

–

 

This moving book features stylish and quirky 
illustrations and extra facts at the back, including 
a biographical timeline with historical photos and a detailed 
profile of the inspiring activist’s life. 

 
 

This book about diversity promotes acceptance, 
understanding, and kindness for all by showcasing that each 
of us, irrespective of our own unique qualities, is an essential 
part of a bigger picture. 
Which fox has the fluffiest tail? Where is the squirrel that 
holds an acorn? Over 250 forest animals fill the pages of 
this beautifully illustrated book. Little eyes will be eager to 
spot the one animal that is Not Like The Others, little ears 
will cherish the fun, fact-filled rhymes, and little minds will 
learn that it’s our differences that make us special. 

https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/


 

The Rotary hosts a range of competitions to encourage and 
celebrate young talent in many different ways. The Young 
Writer competition offers participants chance to express 
themselves and get creative with the written word. After 
being given a theme, participants can choose to write fiction 
or non-fiction, a story or a poem. It’s a chance to be 
imaginative! There are lots of other competitions hosted by 
the Rotary Great Britain and Ireland, such as: photographer, 
filmmaker, musician and artist too! So have a look, there is 
something for everyone. 
https://www.rotarygbi.org/projects/young-
people/competitions/ 

 

 
National Poetry Day generates an explosion of activity 
nationwide, thousands of amazing events across the UK – 
in schools, libraries, bookshops and hospitals, on buses, 
trains and boats – all celebrating poetry’s power to bring 
people together. The 2021 theme is ‘choice’.  
https://nationalpoetryday.co.uk/ 

 

This year, World Menthal Health Day takes place on Sunday 
10th October. If you would like more information surrounding 
this, please visit:  
 https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/world-mental-
health-day  

A recommended book to read: 
The Worrysaurus by Rachel Bright and Chris Chatterton 
 
This charming picture book follows the story of little 
Worrysaurus who goes on an adventure, but his head starts 
to worry about what might go wrong and the worry butterfly 
inside him starts to grow bigger and bigger. 
 
The Worrysaurus is the perfect book to help every anxious 
little worrysaurus let go of their fears and feel happy in the 
moment. 
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