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Welcome to our termly reading newsletter, and what news we have to share!.  
 
This newsletter is brand new and will be released every term. It’s a chance to find out about new, 
high quality fiction, non-fiction and poetry as well as a chance to get tips and up to date 
information about helping your child with their reading journey. You can dip in and out or read it 
in one whole bite! Reading truly is the key to open so many doors – no matter what age you are.  
 
As always, your support is hugely appreciated, 
Mrs Walker (English subject leader and class 5 teacher) 

 
As a parent, you play an important role in helping your child learn to read. Encouraging your 
children to enjoy reading will benefit them hugely, not only in their education but in their 
understanding of the world too.  
 
Top Tip: Plan for time spent reading 
“Small, daily acts of reading matter” 
This is the message from Alex Quigley who is an expert on ‘closing the reading gap’ 
 
To support your child in making daily reading a habit, they have reading diaries to complete at 
home with you. This should encourage them to read, or listen to an audiobook for at least twenty 
minutes a day.  
 
Your child should continue to read with you, even in KS2!  
 
Some of our pupils have shared that they like to read: 
• As soon as they get home, with a hot drink and a snack; 
• Before bed, to wind down and get away from screens; 
• Together with a parent or carer; 
• With siblings after dinner.  
 

Could any of these options work for your family and your 
household routine? Make a plan!  

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

A Mummy Ate My Homework by Thiago de 
Moraes 

It's the first day of Year 6 and Henry can't wait to get back 
to school. Unlike his friends, he absolutely loves everything 
about it - homework, punctuation, timetables and especially 
maths. But as he finishes answering a really tricky question 
on the whiteboard, the weirdest thing happens - Henry is 
pulled through a time portal and lands smack bang in the 
middle of Ancient Egypt, all the way back in 3100 BC! 

 

 
 

Dream to Change the World: The Story of John 
La Rose 

This charming book for young readers tells the story of John 
La Rose, the pioneering black activist who set up Britain’s first 
black publisher and bookshop, New Beacon Books, and was also 
one of the founders of the George Padmore Institute. 

The book is the story of John La Rose’s early life in Trinidad. 
He was a child that wanted to learn everything, go everywhere 
– and always asked loads of questions. He also loved to dance! 
Little John started to keep his dreams and ideas in notebooks, 
and it was these notebooks that have helped to form the story 
in this book... 

 

Pirate Stew by Neil Gaiman 
 
Mum and Dad are going out for the evening and have booked a 
babysitter for a little boy and his sister, yet when the 
babysitter arrives, it turns out to be a huge, bearded pirate 
called Long John McRon – a ship’s cook. 
 
As soon as Mum and Dad have left, a horde of other pirates 
arrive and decide to make a cauldron-full of something called 
Pirate Stew  - a heady mix of mermaids’ tears, haddock, onions, 
limes and parrot seeds among other more dubious ingredients - 
for the children’s dinner. However, if the children eat the pirate 
stew they know it will turn them into pirates, so they carefully 
push their bowls away. But will Mum and Dad be as wise when 
they return from their night out still a little bit hungry? 

 



  

 

Roald Dahl was a spy, an ace fighter pilot, a chocolate 
historian and a medical inventor. 

He was also the author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, 

Matilda, The BFG, and a treasury of original, evergreen, and 

beloved children’s books. He remains for many the world’s 

number one storyteller. 
The Dentist and the Crocodile 

 
The crocodile, with cunning smile, sat in the dentist’s chair. 

He said, “Right here and everywhere my teeth require repair.” 
The dentist’s face was turning white. He quivered, quaked and shook. 

He muttered, “I suppose I’m going to have to take a look.” 
“I want you”, Crocodile declared, “to do the back ones first. 

The molars at the very back are easily the worst.” 
He opened wide his massive jaws. It was a fearsome sight— 

At least three hundred pointed teeth, all sharp and shining white. 
The dentist kept himself well clear. He stood two yards away. 
He chose the longest probe he had to search out the decay. 
“I said to do the back ones first!” the Crocodile called out. 

“You’re much too far away, dear sir, to see what you’re about. 
To do the back ones properly you’ve got to put your head 

Deep down inside my great big mouth,” the grinning Crocky said. 
The poor old dentist wrung his hands and, weeping in despair, 
He cried, “No no! I see them all extremely well from here!” 

Just then, in burst a lady, in her hands a golden chain. 
She cried, “Oh Croc, you naughty boy, you’re playing tricks again!” 

“Watch out!” the dentist shrieked and started climbing up the wall. 
“He’s after me! He’s after you! He’s going to eat us all!” 

“Don’t be a twit,” the lady said, and flashed a gorgeous smile. 
“He’s harmless. He’s my little pet, my lovely crocodile.” 

 

 

 



… 

 

ADUMBRAL 

Adjective: shadowy 

 

From Latin, adumbrates, meaning to cast a 
shadow over. 

 

At dusk, in the adumbral forest, a figure crept 
slowly towards the mouth of the cave. 

 

’

 

 
Choosing a book can seem like a commitment, so how can we make 
that less daunting? Here are a few handy strategies to explore (these 
work for adult readers too!) 
 

1. Questioning why you have chosen it in the first place (do you know why) 

2. Cover and blurb check: what are your first impressions? 

3. Exploring interests (reading preferences, character types, genre) 

4. Series: it is part of a number of books? Do they need to be read in order? 

5. Is it the correct level? Check the book at www.arbookfinder.co.uk  

 
 
 

http://www.arbookfinder.co.uk/


British Science Week is a ten-day celebration of science, technology, engineering and 
maths that will take place between 11-20th March 2022! 

 

The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle 
When the tiny seed is blown away from its parent 
plant, it travels a very long way - over seas, deserts 
and mountains. The tiny seed survives the hazards of 
the journey and finally falls onto fertile earth. It 
grows and grows, becoming the tallest, biggest flower 
for miles around. Then one day the wind blows and 
thousands of the flower's seeds begin their own 
journeys. 
 

 

The Girl Who Thought in Pictures: The Story of Dr. 
Temple Grandin 

Meet Dr. Temple Grandin—one of the world’s quirkiest 
science heroes! 

 
When young Temple was diagnosed with autism, no 
one expected her to talk, let alone become one of 
the most powerful voices in modern science. Yet, the 
determined visual thinker did just that. Her unique 
mind allowed her to connect with animals in a special 
way, helping her invent groundbreaking improvements 
for farms around the globe! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Little People, Big Dreams… series 
Board books for young children introducing the 
stories of inspiring people  
Science-related titles in the series include: 
• David Attenborough 
• Marie Curie 
• Charles Darwin 
• Amelia Earhart 
• Jane Goodall 
• Zaha Hadis 
• Stephen Hawking 
• Steve Jobs 
• Ada Lovelace 
• Ernest Shackleton 
• Greta Thunberg.  



Celebrate World Poetry Day on 21st March 
2022 
 
To start celebrating World Poetry Day, there are many 
things you can do: 
 
- Attend a poetry reading with family, friends or by yourself, 
you are bound to meet lots of other poetry lovers. 
- Look up poetry recommendations and add them to your 
reading list. 
- Why not have a go at writing your own poetry!  

 
 

 

World Book Day 2022  

On Thursday 3rd March, World Book Day 
celebrates its 25th anniversary this year, 
how exciting! There are a brand new 

selection of books available too, that you 
can purchase using your Book Token 

voucher (you’ll receive one of these on 
World Book Day)! 

The theme for this World Book Day 
follows the message "You Are a Reader." 

 


